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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE 
PHILADELPHIA MEDICAL SOCIETY, 


To take into consideration the propriety of that Society 
expressing their opinion with regard to the use of 


ARDENT SPIRITS. 

The Committee appointed Jan. 24th, 1829, to take 
into consideration the propriety of this Society express- 
ing their opinion with regard to the use of Ardent Spir- 
its, and to frame such resolutions as they may deem 
proper, 

Respectfully Report, 

That they have given their earnest attention to the 
subject entrusted to their consideration; and hope, in 
addition to those reflections which naturally arise in a 
medical mind, from the contemplation of this important 
public evil, to furnish some interesting estimates from 
the labours of others. In so doing, they have been in 
part compelled, from the very nature of the underta- 
king, to proceed upon the traces of those of their fellow 
citizens who are now engaged in similar inquiries; but 
they hope to beable to present the matter in some points 
of view, and to glean from some documents and other 
sources of information, which have, as yet, escaped the 
search of their immediate predecessors. 

Your Committee, in inguiring into the destructive ef- 
fects of drunkenness, and the deep stake which society 
has in preventing them, have not felt any great room or 
necessity for an enlarged dicussion The disastrous con- 
sequences of this degrading practice are, unhappily, but 
too apparent tu every one who w.tnesses, with a human 
interest, the good and evil fortunes of his fellow crea- 
tures. We behold them in the destruction of healih, 
strength, riches and respectability, and, according to the 
Views which religion has given us of the counsels of the 
Supreme, in the future misery of an immortal soul. 


‘fo no class of men is this dreadful concutenation of 


distresses more visible and more forced on the attention, 
than to physicians. The ordinary course of our engage- 
ments, which brings us so perpetually in contact with 
disease_and poverty, obliges us likewise to see, in the 
production of these evils, the prevalent and steady in- 
fluence of spirituous liquors. Besides a numerous class 
of maladies, of frequent occurrence, to which their use 
obviously and in a peculiar manner gives rise, they are 
unquestionably the indirect cause of a still larger num- 
ber. Their direct effect in exciting to action an exist- 
ing tendency to gastric and hepatic disorders, orin cre- 
ating a disposition to them among individuals exposed 
to the other causes of these morbific derangements, has 
often been commented on by writers of authority.— 
Nearly as large a share may, with safety, be ascribed to 
intemperance in the production of diseases of the brain. 
Although, from the best authorities, it would now ap- 
pear, that the agency of this cause in producing insanity 
has been over-rated,* yet, in epilepsy, apoplexy, pal. 
sy, hypochondriasis and hysteria, its destructive effects 
cannot be mistaken; while it has exclusively to itself the 
responsibility of creating that peculiar and frequently 
mortal affection, known by the names of delirium tre- 





*Fodere. Also, vide the faxts collected by Pinel and 
Esquirol. 
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mens, or, less properly, man'aapotu. Beyond compar- 

| ison greater, too, is the risk of life undergone in nearly 

| all diseases of wiiatever description, when they occur in 

| those unfortunate men who have been previous'y disor- 
deied by these poisons. In attempting to judge of the 
probability and pfoximity of death, besides age,strength 
and general constitution, the physician who wishes to a- 
void the probable sources of error, always finds it ne- 
cessary tu inquire into the temperance of the subject — 
The intoxicated are also incomparably more exposed to 
the ordinary causes of disease, from the impradence te 
which their privation of reason and judgment so uni- 
formly give rise. ‘hus they suffer trom simple expo- 
sure to the weather, from falling asleep in improper sit- 
uations, and from the want of food. In times of pesti- 
lence, those who indulge in intoxication are more se- 
verely affected, and retain less stamina to resist the on- 
set of the malady; and to all this may be added the deep 
and powerful influence which mental anxiety, remorse 
and mortification, during their calmer hours, unques- 
tionably exert, in sharpening the pangs of disordered na- 
ture, and exhausting the vitality intended to support 
them. 

One of the most destructive examples of the aggrava- 
tion of mortality from this source, is the liability of per- 
sons of intemperate habits who meet with fractures and 
other seyere hurts, to the disease called delirium tre- 

| mens,’ or maniaa potu. Great numbers of accidents 
annually occur among the labouring classes, of which 
those who are temperate in their habits regularly recov- 
er, while their intemperate mates, with equal original 
injury, sink undera complication of the latter with that 
uffection which arises from their use of spirituous li- 
quors. For the truth of this remark, it is enough to ap- 
peal to the experience of any of those who attend our 
| uOspital andalms-house. It willthere be found an cb- 
| servation familiar in the mouth of every one, that the in- 
| temperate perish of diversified injuries in a ratio alto- 
| gether disproportionate to the mortality of the other suf- 
| ferers; a remark which ought to have peculiar terrors 
for the intemperate among the poor; as the laborer thus 
unexpeciedly deprived of the safeguard of that strong 
constitution upon which he depended for his power of 
supporting hardships, and for his recovery from those 
accidentsto which, from his way of life, he is peculiarly 
| exposed. 

This catalogue of destruction may be wound up with 

those rare and dreadful events, so full of wonder and 
| horror that credulity seems tasked to believe their actu- 
|al occurrence, the mstances of human combustion. So 
strange and incredible do these narratives appear, that 
the reader may well be excused from lightly yielding 
credence to their reality; though evidence, the most au- 
\hentic in appearance, has accumulated to such an ex- 
tent that we feel constrained to admit them true. From 
such various quarters do the accounts reach us; so inde- 
pendent are they of each other, so free, in many cases, 
from visible motive for deception, so public in the in- 
spection of the scorched remains, and accompanied, in 
one instance, with such authentic judicial forms, that 
we cannot avoid considering it as proved that the bo- 
dies of those who have indulged, through a lung life, in 
habits of intoxication, are liable to become food for the 
destroying element, and to be consumed while yet alive, 
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While, in our investigations of physical causes, we are | sable to offer those judgments and opinions which they 
bound to adhere, as closely as possible, to the compari- | have been induced to form fiom, their experience as 
son of facts with others previously known, we can hard | prectitioners, of the proportion ofthe deaths enumera- 
ly refrain from tracing, in this terrific form of death, the | ted in the bills of mortality which may be reasonably as- 
direct and avenging interference of an insulted Deity. | cribed to intemperance. In doing this they have expe- 

If such be the truly distressing amount of morbid e- | rienced great difficulty, and they are well aware that 
vils to which the unhappy propensity alluded to expo- | their conclusions must necessarily possess a character 
ses its victims, its agency in the production of poverty highly conjectural. By running over the diseases men- 
and dishonesty is not less obvious to the members of the | tioned inthe bills, and making an estimate of each, the 
medical profession. We have frequent and melancholy | total amount averages about one-sixth of the whole; cr 
opportunities of witnessing, in the abodes of the unfor- | 700 gleaths in 4292. A very large proportion of acci- 
tunate, the manner in which pecuniary difficulties are | dents, such as burns, fractures, &c. are referrable to this 
generated; and we believe it is the universal senti-| Cause; as also are an equally large share of the diseases 
ment of those who possess such means of information, | of the head, as apoplexy, epilepsy, &c. The deaths re- 
that the greater portion of the existing distress in this | ported as from drinking cold water, are, your committee 
country, is the result of the employment of ardent spir- | believe, not unfrequently really produced by drinking 
its. To make good this strong assertion, it is only ne-| spirituous liquors; which are often given as a remedy 
cessary to recount the poverty which is the result of | where the disease in fact is apoplexy, or at least, con- 
diseases produced by intemperance, the actual loss of | gestion inthe brain. A considerable share of the fever 
time consumed in spirituous potations, the money ex- | Cases are, they apprehend, owing, directly or indirectly , 


pended on them, which, small in each single instance, 
amounts, by its thou:and repetitions, to a heavy draught | 


| to the same cause, as well as various inflammations na- 


med in the bills. —_In this estimate are included those 


on the funds of the laboring poor, the loss of character,| cases which were not originally occasioned by in- 
and consequently of employment, the destruction of | temperance, but which owe their aggravation and mor- 
punctuality in pecuniary engagements, and, as a neces- | tality to that source; and it is also believed that a por- 
sary result, of credits and the domestic quarrels and | tion of the stili-born children receive their death from 
waste of the household. Against the combined action | the intemperance of the mother, or from violence and 
of all these causes no human industry can successfully | other mal-treatment received by the latter and produced 


contend; and we accordingly find the habitually intem- | 
perate unable to discharge their engagements, always 
in want, and, if they do not either yet possess a fund to | 
expend, or receive assistance from their friends, always | 
in actual suffering. 

Your Committee are far from willing to cast reflec- 
tions upon the poor. There is no station in life which 
is more entitled, intrinsically, to our high respect, than 
honorable poverty. Yet, though poverty be the inflic- 
tion of Providence, and the natural cundition of the 
whole human race, it is notorious in the moral world, as 
the cruelest thing of misfortune, that it subjects us to | 
temptation; and it cannot be doubted that we meet 
with that species of moral offence which consists in in- | 
curring obligations beyond the power of the individual 
to discharge them, most frequently as the result of pe- 
cuniary distress, and that distress, very often, if not gen- 
erally, as the consequence of the use of spirituous li- 
quors. 

In order to enable the members of this society to judge 
at a glance, of the extent of physical evil, in the shape | 
of disease, induced by intemperance, your Committee 
have thought it preper to refer, for this purpose, to the 
jast annual bills of mortality for the City and Libertics 
of Philadelphia. Your Committee are well aware,that, 
in order to execute this task with the best approxima- 
tion to accuracy of which the case admits, it would be | 
necessary to induce a number of physicians, practising | 


among diversified classes of society, to keep a register 
with this especial object. Fach individual so employed | 
should carefully note down the whole number of deaths 
occurring under his care during a year; and des‘gnate 
that proportion of them which may, in his opinion, be | 
fairly referred tothe cause alluded to. Such a register | 
should be carefully made to embrace those who have 
passed out of his charge during the continuance of | 
their last illness; unless where the physician who suc- 
ceeds bim is engaged in preparing a similar record.— | 
For reasons easily apprehended, this course is indispens- 
able to the formation of a just numerical average. Doc- | 
uments thus obtained would possess a character for ac- | 
curacy truly valuable; not that they would obtain that 
absolute certainty which, in this case, is really impracti- 
cable, but that they would furnish the nearest approach 
to it. Your Committee, therefore, would respectfully 
but earnestly press upon the members of this society the 
formation, individually, of such a register. 

In the mean while, in the absence ef such more au-! 
thentic materials, your committee have thought it a¢vi- | 


by the same cause. 


_ Vo confirm the impressicn that these opinions and es- 
timates are not exaggerated, by exhibit:ng un extent in 
the eperation of the cause which may appear adequate 
to such an effect, your committee take the liberty to ab- 
stract a statement of the number of houses in which dis- 
tilled liquors are sold, from papers which have been al- 
ready laid before the public. In their opinion, the re- 
sults are surprising and alarming; they cannot be too of- 
ten presented to view, and are quite applicable to the 
subject of their present inquiry. — By tables collected 
under the direction of the ‘'emperance Society of this 


| city, and published in Huzard’s Register of Pennsylva- 


on 
829, 


nia, of the 7th of February, 1 it appcars from an ac- 


| tual enumeration made inthe Summer of 1828, that the 


City of Philadelphia, the Northern Liberties, Penn 
Township, Kensington and Southwark, estimated from 


| the taxables at a population of 159,480 individuals, con- 
tained no less than 1259 houses in which spirituous li- 


quors were sold; or one for about every 129 persons of 
all ages and both sexes. In one section, the preportion 
runs as high as one to every 7Y persons, or, of individu- 
als above 18 years of age, one to every 39. Thatis,there 


, are no 39 persons grown up in the district who have not 


a tavern to support; or there isa tavern to every twenty 


| men! 


Corresponding impressicns with regard to the extent 


_ of the evil may be gained from the replies to one of the 


queries circulated by the committee of superintendence 
appointed by the Citizens of Philadelphia, ata town 
meeting held February 17th, 1817, “to devise measures 
for the retiefofthe poor and the prevention of pauper- 
ism.” Circulars were sent, on this occasion, to those in- 
dividuals who were engeged in the management of the 
various public and private charitab'e institutions in the 
city; as well as to such other persons as were deemed 
capable of imparting the desired information. Public 
attention being, at that time, strongly directed to this 
important subject, replies were very generally obtained 
from the individuals so addressed; no tess than thirty out 
of thirty-three guardians of the poor alone responding 
to the printed letters. From the official abstract of the 
replies thus obtained, we extract the following query, 
and itr general answer. 


‘Query 10. Is, oris not, the use of ardent spirits the 


cayse of poverty; and do, or do not, those who receive, 
expend the means afforded for their subsistence in pur- 
chasing that article” 


‘Answer. All the reports, excepting in one or two 
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instances, reply to the former part of this query in the 
affirmative. ‘he following extracts, written by differ- 
ent persons, will exhibit, at one view, the almost univer- 
sal sentiment upon this subject.” 

‘Lhe authors of the abstract alluded ta, then proceed 
to insert nine extracts from different reports, all strongly 
inculcating the prevalent agency of this cause of pover- 
ty. 

Your Committee, in orderto correct or confirm their 
views on this subject, resolved to make an application 
to the members of the late commission appointed, un- 
der a law of Pennsylvania, to investigate the cause of 
pauperism. Some of their number accordingly waited 
on Messrs. Vaux and Pettit. Fiomthese gentlemen it 
is unnecessary te state that they met with every polite- 
ness, and the strongest disposition to favour their inqui- 
ries. The documents collected by the commission are 
in the hands of individuals amply competent to the task, 
for the purpose of forming an abstract; which we hope 
will soon be laid before the public in a most valuable 
weekly journal, to which we have already had occasion 
torefer. The members of the commission above named, 
in their private capacity, fully toncurred in the views 
which we have expressed in the preceding paragraphs; 
and this testimony is the more valuable from the very 
enlarged advantages which they possessed for forming 
a judgment on this highly important subject. In the 
mean time, we were allowed to inspect a large mass of 
documents, furnished by the secretaries of various char- 
itable associations in this city. Many of these omitted, 
in their reports, to reply particularly to that query 
which related to the causes of the distress which the so- 
cieties were intended to relieve; and some of the latter 
appear, by their regulations, to exclude the intemper- 
ate from the benefit of their funds. The reports of near- 
ly ull the others mention ardent spirits among the prin- 
cipal causes of poverty; and several of them in very 
s\rong language. 

Having become thus impressed with a sense of the 
enormous extent of the evil they ure investigating, your 
Committee propose next to consider the means which we 
possess for its discouragement and prevention; intend- 
ing to conclude by some remarks which appear natural- 
ly to flow out of the peculiar situation of members of the 
medical body. 

The means of preventing intemperance have been re- 
cently the subject of considerable public attention and 
some discussion. ‘I hey naturally divide themselves in- 
to the medical and the moral. 

Of those means afforded by the art of medicine for 
the cure of that unhappy propensity but little was known 
till of late years. A few scattered and isolated cases, 
frequently resting on doubtful authority, are all that can 
readily be found prior to the inquiries of Dr. Cramer 
This physician published, in Bertin, in 1819, an essay on 
the passion for intoxicating liquors; which he found ac- 
companied by so many morbid symptoms, as, in his o- 
pinion, to justify the considering and treating it as a di- 
sease. Other cases were co!lected by Dr. G. Aders- 
bach; and Dr. Hufeland, the editor of a German Medi- 
cal Journal, of high character, has given the malady the 
name of dipsomania;* which may be paraphrased by 
*-insane thirst,” or “thirsting insanity.” ‘lhe catalogue 
of symptoms, most of which, indeed, can be recognised 
in many of our drunkards, your committee will not ab- 
stract. Drs. Cramer and Adersbach found this affec- 
tion varying in duration from a few days to several 
weeks, and, in different cases, either continued or inter- 
mittent, mild or severe, mortal or terminating in recove- 
ry. They combated it with bleedings of various a- 
mounts, with warm baths, the semicupium, and acidu- 
lated watery drinks. ‘hey found it the most success- 
ful practice not suddenly to deprive the patient of the 
whole of his a¢customed stimulus, but to make the 
change gradually; and they derive advantages from re- 





* From dipsa, thirst, and mania, insanity. 
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placing it by substances capable of deceiving the taste; 
such as potions made with a cembination of alcohol and 
ether, or ether itself, administered on lumps of sugar, 
to be heldin the mouth. Opium was frequently found 
necessary during the cure. 

Ofa date subsequent to the above is the following 
paragraph, quoted from Johnson’s Medico-Chirurgical 
Review for September 1824; and in this is contained all 
the information which we possess, from a foreign source, 
relative to the particular use of sulphuric acid as a cure 
for intemperance: “In one of the foreign Journals it is 
stated that a German physician, M. Brubl Cramer, has 
discovered that the exhibition of diluted sulphuric acid, 
with occasional bitters, causes, at length, such a disgust 
towards brandy and other spirituous potations as to e- 
radicate the disposition to inebriety.” This brief hint 
was sufficient for our inquiring and indefatigable towns- 
man and fellow-member of this society, Dr. Brinckle. 
What indeed appears “like bread cast upon the waters,” 
became, in his hands, productive of fruitful results. In 
his essay on the subject, contained in the fourth volume 
ofthe North American Medical and Surgical Journal, 
published in this city, he gives the highly successful 
results of a number of cases in which he administered 
the acid with this view. Your committee early felt that 
they could not do justice to the subject of their inqui- 
ries without requesting of Dr. Brinckle the inferences 
afforded by his further experience. Accordingly, one 
of their number addressed him a note, to which was 
promptly returned the polite reply which they have in- 
serted in the Appendix to this Report. 

In addition to the remarks of Dr. Brinckle, your com- 
mittee have collected but little. Some of their number 
have made trials of the sulphuric acid; and success has 
appeared, in a part of the cases, to crown their efferts; 
while the event was, in other instances, doubtful and 
disappointing. The general impression which they have 
received from all which they have seen and read on this 
subject, is, that the sulphuric acid is well worthy of fur- 
thertrials in cases of habitual intemperance; while on 
the other hand its usefulness is greatly diminished by the 
frequent unwillingness of patients to take it, by the dif- 
ficulty of disguising it, and by its occasional failures-— 
They are happy to state they have met with no instance 
in which this remedy appeared productive of injury. It 
is hardly necessary to add that they repose every confi- 
dence in the accuracy and candour of Dr. Brmckle’s 
siatements. On the whole they will conclude with re- 
commending the members of this society, to make fur- 
ther trials of the acid in conjunction with the other med- 
icines advised by Drs. Cramer and Adersbach. 

With regard to those remedies, the obvious and unde- 
niable operation of which takes place by the production 
of nausea, your committee find themselves in nearly the 
same situation. They are obliged, as before, to draw @ 
large share of their information from Dr. Brinckle.— 
They have heard of one or two successful and corrobo- 
‘tive cases; and they can adduce trials from their own 
practice, in which, however, the effect was doubtful. — 
The administration of nauseating remedies for the pur- 
pose of producing an aversion to spirituous liquors, 
would seem to harmonize well with that practice, highly 
recommended by some, of treating delirium tremens by 
the same articles. Your committee have only to add, 
as before, the expression of their anxious wish for the 
collection of additional facts. 

In the class last mentioned is generally ranked the 
popular remedy of Dr. Chambers. Of this your commit- 
tee have learned but little. It is generally sold from 
shops to individuals who employ it without the presence 
of experienced and scientific men. They are disposed 
to view a medicine composed of such active ingredients, 
and empirically used, with great mistrust. It is believ- 
ed that the principal beneficial effects of this compound 

; are owing to the presence of emetic tartar. One of their 
; members states that two or three cases are known to 
him in which death followed the administration of thie 
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remedy as rapidly asit succeeds that ef a dose efarsenic. this point a still more complete and impressive effect is 
It cannot be denied, on the other hand, that the use of to be desired; and that those of our fellow-citizens are 
this article has, in some instances, been followed by an_ in the right who, at various times, and particularly at the 
aversion to liquor enduring for a more or less consider- | present moment, endeavour to effect the entire disuse of 
able interval of time. . intoxicating liquors. Between the moderate and the im- 

With regard to the moral means of diminishing intem- moderate employment of these substances, there is ne 
perance, the first and most obvious course, the institu- clear dividing line. ‘They are only separated by insen- 
tion of such public measures as are calculated to raise sible and ambiguous gradations; to slide through whieh 
the price of spirituous liquors, would appear to be for- | is the natural propensity of every one who indulges in 
bidden by the political state of the country. It is under- them in any degree. Originally adopted for the pur- 
stood that a majority of our fellow citizens have express- | pose of producing a vivid impression on the nervous 
ed their opinion in opposition to the proposed plans, system, and one which forms no part of the gratification 
jn such a manner as effectually to prevent any reasona- | of any natural appetite, ardent spirits are notorious for 
ble expectation of their speedy adoption. We appre- | the facility with which the human frame becomes famil- 
hend, then, that those are in the right who aim at the | iarized to them; and, in order to renew the sensations 
suppression of intemperance by acting, in a gradual and | enjoyed at first, it becomes indispensable to increase 
persevering manner, upon public opinion; that the the dose. This change takes place by such slow de- 
friends of sobriety should exert their private influence grees that the patient is seldom aware of the fact, and 


in their proper sphere, and endeavour thus to increase | finds himself subjected toan imperious crav ing, where 


their numbers, in hopes, by this means, to accelerate 
the approach of a period, when a decided and over- 
whelming majority of the people shall agree with them 
in their sentiments on this subject. The government of 
this nation is emphatically one of the people; and when 
the opinion of the community is once distinctly express- 
ed, the legislature will follow it of course. It is there- 
fore to the private and personal influence of each individ- 
ual that your committee think the task should be refer- 
red; and upon physicians it seems peculiarly imperative, 
both from their frequent opportunities, their knowledge 
of the case, which is unquestionably greater than that 


possessed by any other class of citizens in the communi- | 


ty, from the respect attached to their character, and 
from the wide extent of their influence. Every mem- 
ber of the nation, and, in particular, every physician, a- 
ware of the magnitude of the evil, and of the existence 
of a simultaneous effort to reform it, has it in his power 
to exert a salutary influence among his acquaintance, by 
precept, where jthat is admissible, and universally by 
example. Itis, however, to the latter that we conceive 
it particularly important, at the present time, to direct 
the members of this society. Physicians unquestionably 
possess greater opportunities for bestowing useful ad- 
vice on this subject than most other citizens. It is fre- 
quently their solemn and imperative duty -to forewarn 
the individual, who tempts the fatal bowl, of the danger 
he is incurring to his health and his existence: and where 
their character is calculated to command high personal 
respect, they are enabled sometimes to give moral and 
prudential admonition. Yet tothe physician these op- 
portunities are frequently, perhaps generally, forbidden 
by that proud feeling of independence which must be re- 


spected, as it forms a necessary ingredient in the char. | 


acter ofa high-spirited and honorab!e population. While 
the moral adviser, then, finds his arguments always aug- 
mented in their influence by a corresponding example, 
in a variety of other instances, the example is the only 
means which he can employ. 

It is, indeed, surely to be hoped, that the great bcfy 
of the profession do, atthe present moment, discharge 
this obligation, by refraining from the intemperate use 
of alcoholic liquors. Yet it is the lamentable fact that 
instances exist in which this is not the case; and mortify- 
ing and distressing are the occurrences to which these 
exceptions have given rise. But it isnot with the un- 
fortunate victims, as your committee apprehend, that la- 
bour can be employed with advantage. The instances 
of recovery from habits of intoxication, though such 
sometimes occur, are unhappily sorare as to leave but 
little encouragement for efforts in these quarters. The 


he fancied he was only enjoying an indulgence capable 
_of being regulated by a proper discretion. It is desira- 
ble, therefore, in order to effect a salutary reformation 
in this respect, to disuse spirituous liquors altogether. — 
It has been well remarked that no man ever became a 
drunkard without first using intoxicating liquors moder- 
ately, On those who consume them immoderately, ef- 
| forts are generally wasted; and it is only among these 
_ who are as yet temperate in their employment that ben- 
| efit is to be expected. 
These arguments, or a part of them, have been exten- 
sively used among our fellow citizens; amidst whom 
physicians have been considered as holding the same 
stake and incurring the same responsibility with men of 
other professions, Yet there exist considerations which 
may well induce the question whether we do really 
| stand on the same ground with others, Are not physi- 
| cians in various ways the means of introducing habits of 
intoxication? Are they not, in too numerous instances, 
| instrumental in leading their patients into this destruc- 
tive practice, by the long continued use of these sub- 
stances as a medicine, and by speaking of them and re- 
commending them as restorative’ How many deplorable 
, cases of intemperance, in men of previously irreproach- 
able character, trace their origin to a long course of stim- 
ulation for the cure of typhus fevers and the recovery 
of strength! There was atime when this evil existed 
to a far greater degree than it does at the present mo- 
ment. We allude to the epocha of the Brunonian the- 
ory. Never, probably, was there an instance where the 
| hypothesis ofa single man produced such powerful ef- 
fects upon the minds of his cotemporaries, in disorgan- 
izing useful science, and leading the wise into error, as 
in this celebrated, but ill-starred medical doctrine. Af: 
_ter suffering mortification and persecution during his 
lifetime, Dr. John Brown was destined, after his death, 
to exert a splendid but destructive influence upon the 
| great mass of the medical profession. By this strange 
| aberration of unfortunate genius, it was taught, that in- 
| flammatory affections of different parts of the body, 
| were, comparatively, of but little importance. Pleurisy, 
pneumonia, phrenzy, &c. derived almost all their sever- 
ity and danger from the general affection of the whole 
body with which they were accompanied. This affec- 
tion was pronounced to consist, in nine cases out of ten, 
in direct or indirect debility; and this debility was to be 
/met with powerful stimulants. The practice corres- 
| ponded with the theory; and the wild, though ingeni- 
ous pages in which the latter is disclosed, but too much 
exhibit the sincerity of the candid author. Stimulation, 
| to the most extravagant extent, wags often the notorious 





united force of all the moralists, and the concentrated | consequence; and at last the patient was not unfrequent- 
voice of numerous friends are too commonly unavailing | ly landed in habitual drunkenness. Among those dis- 
to arrest the degrading practice. It is then to those who | eases in which weakness was most conspicuous was fy- 
are as yet free from this unfortunate propensity that we | phus fever; and Brown introduced a habit of pouring 
are to appeal. With these it may be said that our la- | strong liquors into patients suffering with that malady, 
bour is unnecessary, and that they already furnish the | which is thought by many physicians to have left a per- 
example of which we speak. Yet we apprehend in | ceptible effect upon the usages of the present day.— 
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Your Committee are inclined to the opinion that more 
stimulation is even now occasionally resorted to than 
conduces to the patient’s speedy recovery; such a prac- 
t'ce being liable to increase and prolong inflammations of 
the brain, stomach, lungs and other parts of the body, 
some of which affections occur so generally in fevers. — 
They decline embarking in any pathological or therap- 
eutical discussion; which course they conceive not adapt- 
ed to the furtherance of their present duty. They take 
the occasion, however, to remark that what has been 
called the physiological medicine, goes still farther than 
any former doctrine to discourage the unnecessary em- 
ployment of spirituous liquors. 
Whatever be the practical impression of the physi- 
cian, and wherever he may be disposed to draw the line 
at which he would limit the employment of stimulants, 
your Committee are strongly impressed with a sense of 
the moral duty of avoiding the unnecessary use of these 
substances; and, in particular, of employing the weight 
of personal character to discountenance the future rep- 
etition of it. Thisis alike obligatory for the sake of the 
patient’s health, prosperity and moral character. If the 
physician yecommend spirituous substances, and partic- 
ularly if hé characterize them asa strengthening reme- 
dy, calculated to relieve the popular fear of weakness, 
it is the more incumbent on him to obviate, as far as he | 
can, the mischievous consequences of what he has done, 
by direct cautions to his patient. He should never leave 
in the hands of those who entrust him with the care of 
their health and lives, a poison, equally destructive to 
their moral and physical nature, but bearing an unqual- 
ified recommendation upon medical authority. Yet e- | 
ven here, in the opinion of your Committee, his obliga- | 
tion does not end. It is not sufficient-that he should him- | 
self avoid the needless employment of these substances | 
in his practice, and, where he is obliged to prescribe | 
them, afterwards make his patient aware of the danger | 
he has incurred; the medical attendant should, where | 
possible, see his patient safely tothe end of his stimula- | 
ting course. Without this, he incurs the blame of hav- | 
ing led a human being who has asked his advice into | 
serious danger, and forsaken him before the peril was | 
over. 
The importance of these precepts has been fully ap- | 
preciated by several of those wise and good men who 
have preceded usin the profession of medicine. ‘The 
late Dr. Fothergill informed an American physician, | 
then in London, of the success with which he had treat- | 
ed a slow typhoid fever by means of brandy. 
time afterwards, took pains to converse particularly with 
the same individual for the purpose of cautioning the 
latter against the remedy Dr. Fothergill had himself re- 
commended; as all the patients who had thus taken it 
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| to be well adapted, is the lighter wines. 
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them as a class of remedies. There is no doubt that ma- 
ny cases of intemperance owed their origin particularly 
to the use of bitter tinctures. Considering the small 
amount of useful medicinal matter which enters into 
these latter compounds, and the large proportion of al- 
chohol they contain, it appears to admit of a fair inquiry 
whether they would not be better expunged. from the 
pharmacopeia. Toattempt to cure intermittent fever 
by the unaided powers of tinctures of bark and quassia, 
would be considered unwise by one; while, at the same 
time, these are abundantly sufficient to produce a habit 
of intemperance, and, not very unfrequently, are really 
its efficient cause. One of your committee has met 
with a case where an individual of the most correct and 
delicate deportment, actually acquired habits of intem- 
perance, and was brought to the brink of the grave, by 
the means, unsuspected by herself, of the compound 
spirits of lavender. 

A powerful means of counteracting intemperance 
consists, as your Committee apprehend, in promoting 
the use of such innocent substitutes for spirituous stimu- 
lants as are calculated to restore the natural fveling of 
health in persons exhausted by fatigue. One of these, 
which has had, as they believe, a very great and bene- 
ficial influence, consists in the cheap and generally dif- 
fused luxuries of Seltzer and Soda-waters. In very ma- 
ny cases, itis thought that coffee might be advantage- 
ously employed with this object. Another substitute,to 
which the industry of our citizens has shown our climate 
The remark 
has been often made that the countries in which these 
are raised in large quantities do not abound with instan- 
ces of intemperance; and itis to be hoped that such 
will soon be much more than at present the condition of 
the hills of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and New-Jersey; a 
change which, it is believed, may take place without a- 
ny injury to our agriculture. The stronger wines, and 
particularly Madeira, are known to be combined with so 


| large a proportion of brandy that they are in this res- 


pect rather objectionable than advantageous. 
In the discharge of the duty to which we invoke their 


| attention, physicians are obliged to encounter various 


popular prejudices, which greatly tend to the perpetua- 


tion of intemperance, and the abolition orcorrection of 


which is therefore much to be desired. These, in com- 
mon with many other opinions, entertained both by the 
ignorant and the educated, are the result of the medical 


He, some | theories of the last age; and it therefore seems peculiar- 


ly incumbent on physicians to do their utmost to remove 
them; both as a debt due from the medical profession, 
and forthe purpose of demonstrating to an incredulous 
world that our doctrinal opinions, instead of a succession 


by his advice had subsequently become habitually in- | of mere fluctuations, have undergone a real advance- 


temperate This fact we have upon the authority of the | ment. 


| 


physician himself alluded to —the venerable Dr. Thom- 
as Parke; who, through his long and useful life, has 
steadily continued to inculcate the duty of physcians to 
discourage spirituous liquors. In the same list may be 
included our lamented Rush, Wistar, and Griffitts. 
There exists a class of cases in which stimulants ap- 


pear to be really necessary; and in these your commit- | dividual is so occupied with his internal sensations that 


tee conceive a sound discretion will frequently discover 
opportunities of substituting those of another character 
to the seductive agents which are the source of so much 
vice and misery. 
action on the nervous system is required, opium, sssa- 


fcetida, and camphor, will frequently render these arti- | 


cles entirely unnecessary; while, in other cases, they 
may be equally superseded in their restorative effects, 
by pure or aromatic bitters, preparations of iron, 
and acids, by nourishing food, or, again, by fermented 
liquors, which contain alcohol in a less concentrated and 
safer form. , , : 
The principles we have above stated relative to the 
use of ordinary distilled liquors, are in every respect as 
applicable to the employment of éinctures; the spiritu- 


\'th 


Red pepper, hartshorn, and, where | 


One of these prejudices, and perhaps the most 
important, is the idea that spirituous liquors have a pow- 
erful and useful tendency to increase strength. 
Immediately after swallowing a spirituous draught, 
e functions of the mind undergo a lively and irregular 
| excitement, the imagination is quickened, in a majority 
| of persons cheerful emotions are produced, and the in- 


| he loses a portion of his consciousness to impressions 
received from without. His passions, which constitute 
| the impulse urging him to exertion, are increased in 
their force and vivacity; while his reasoning powers, 
partaking inthe general jubilee, become more quick 
and less accurate in the execution of their task. It is in 
this state of things that the intemperate labourer de- 
lights: he executes his toil or converses with his friend 
with a cheerful mind and a disregard of actual hardship 
or future calamity; he feels nothing but his present 
strength, and leaves care till the morrow. These halcy- 
| on moments, however, are soon followed by a change. 
| The acquisition of strength is found to be only tempora- 
| ry; dullness, both of the passions and intellect succeeds, 
| together with a diminution of the muscular power; a 
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tendency to sleep ensues: and it is seen that the subse- | health, and of prolonging to an advanced period our 
quent exhaustion is in reality proportionate to the pre- | physical strength and the integrity of our mental pow- 
vious excitement; in short, that the drinker, instead of ers; andin no respect is this mere emphatically true 


increasing, has only used up his vital powers, and is now | 
weaker than before. Hence it is that, although spiritu- | 
ous liquors create a temporary energy, which may, un- | 
der some circumstances, possibly enable him who drinks | 
them to accomplish more than at another period, yet the | 
reverse is the case in the long run; and, both as regards 

a consecutive series of daily labour, and the prolonga- | 


tion of life, alcoholic drinks are a real disadvantage.— | small, are injurious to the health of the system. 


The experience of all those who have employed numer- 
ous workmen, and who have made comparative trials, is 
decidedly confirmatory of what we here allege. It is, 
we believe, uniformly found that those individuals who 
have refrained from spirituous potations have actually* 
done more work than they themselves had performed at 
a time when they indulged in this injurious practice.— 
Along with this come corresponding improvements in 
health, order, neatness, and domestic comfort; advanta- 
ges, which, though they preach loudly in favor of absti- 
nence, yet do not immediately bear upon the question 
at present before us. Not only, however, is there a 
greater absolute amount of work done, under equal cir- 
cumstances, by those who abstain, but the work which 
is done displays marks of a superior condition of the 
mental faculties of the laborer—it is not simply more in 
quantity, but better adapted to the purpose in view.— 
Thus it appears that although spirituous liquors may ex- 
cite to greater exertions in a task which requires but lit- 
tle assistance from the intellect, and may thus the better 
enable men to carry some particular points, yet, in the 
course of time, they really occasion a waste of strength, 
while, even in the sudden and temporary effort, the 
range of theirapplicability is confined within narrow lim- 
its. They may augment the headlong and unthinking 
courage which flings the horseman upon the bayonet; 
but wo to the array whose directing heads are under 
such influence. They may encourage and assist the wri- 
ter to bolder flights of imagination; but his temulent ef- 
forts will betray the Hippocrene from which he derived 
his inspiration. Jn all the arts which benefit the human 
race, whether by accumulative toil, ingenious fancy, or 
grave and profound reflection, your Committee believe 
that stimulating potations will always be found to pro- 
duce a heavy diminution of usefulness. In mechanical 
strength, in the capability of enduring hardship and fa- 
tigue, in the force and clearness of the intellectual pow- 
ers, the intemperate can stand no comparison with indi- 
viduals endowed with the same natural advantages, who 
abstain totally from the use of ardent spirits. 

Similar results are also met with as regards the effects 
of spirituous liquors on the prolongation of life; and, in 


than as regards the use of alcoholic liquors. 

The question might here be asked, ‘‘to what extent 
may the use of distilled spirits be indulged in without 
injury to the constitution; or what is the smallest quanti- 
ty capable of producing pernicious effects’” ‘This que- 
ry is very readily answered. Under ordinary circum- 
stances, ardent spirits, in any quantity; whether great or 
Pure 
water is-confessedly the most natural and most proper 
drink of man; but if one more stimulating is required, it 
should be sought in the less pernicious class of ferment- 
ed liquors. Your committee would not wish to be un- 
derstvod as classing among the intemperate those who 
are in the habit of occasionally making use of moderate 
quantities of ardent spirits. Nevertheless, they cannot 
avoid remarking that such a practice is productive of 
bad effects, to a less extent, it is true, and more slowly, 
but not less surely, than when the quantity is sufficient 
for the production of intoxication. The individual who 
indulges in this habit, is also exposed, let his resolution 
and strength of mind be what they may, to the danger 
of gradually falling into the excessive use of a duily bev- 
erage, subversive of the health of his system, both cor- 
poreal and mental. He resembles, indeed, the traveF 
ler who prefers a dangerous path along the brink of a 
precipice, trusting in the strength of his brain and the 
accuracy of his eye, and neglecting the safe and am- 
ple road in the valley beneath. 

A class by no means inconsiderable in their numbers 
become drunkards from an absolute persuasion that 
stimulating liquors are in some degree necessary, or at 
least that they contribute to the well-being of their con- 
stitutions. To these, ardent spirits are what the pre- 
tended Panacea or Elixir Vite was to the older chem- 
ists. They guard their votaries from the cold and damp 
on the one hand, and from those of excessive heat on 
the other; and when not required asa shield against 
these evils, they are frequently taken from a vague idea 
of their benefiting the stomach. It is well known to 
physicians that cold and dampness have a more pervi- 
cious influence upon the bodies of drunkards than upon 
those of the temperate. The abuse of alcoholic liquors 
acts in different ways in subjecting the patient to the at- 
tacks of disease from the influence of cold. Although, 
when under the immediate excitement of the intoxicat- 
ing draught, they perhaps expose themselves with im- 
punity toa degree of cold and moisture which would be 
injurious under other circumstances, yet, when the ef- 
fects of the liquor have passed away,their systemsare left 
in acondition far more liable to suffer from these causes 


general, popular opinion sufficiently bears us out in the } than those of individuals habitually sober. Atthe same 


assertion. We sometimes, however, hear it said, when | 
physicians would proscribe the stimulating draught, that 
facts may be produced in direct opposition to this opin- 
ion; and that hundreds have been known, who, though 
almost daily intoxicated for year after year, have vet ar- 
rived at a great age, and enjoyed the same good health | 
as those who have followed tie strictest rules of tempe- 
rance, or who even, like Cornaro, have lived by weight 
and measure. Some, but very few, instances of this 
kind we grant might be adduced; but they form no pro- 
portion to the number who fall early victims to what 
they may perhaps have considered a moderate indul- 
gence. Exceptions are said to prove the correctness of 
a rule. A seaman has been known to fall from the mast- 
head ofa ship, and to be taken from the deck with his 
limbs uninjured. To attempt to infer, from the instan- 
ces above alluded to, that spirituous liquors are not un- 








time, from the neglect of person and clothing invariably 
attendant upon astate of inebriety, the drunkard is most 
constantly exposed to circumstances peculiarly fayoura- 
ble to the production of disease. In regard to rheuma- 
tism, in particular, that scourge of the laboring classes, 
an eminent physician* has laid it down asa general rule 
that those who live a life of sobriety and drink water 
only, are but rarely affected with it. We have already 
alluded to atruth daily experienced by medical men, 
that all morbid affections occurring in the body of a 
drunkard are less readily managed and more frequently 
fatal than when they occurto the same extent in the 
temperate. Similar statements may be made in relation. 
to the supposed effects of ardent spirits in obviating the 
injarious consequences of extreme heat. They may, by 
benumbing or obscuring the sensatiorfs, diminish the in- 
convenience actually felt at the time; but so far are they 





favorable to longevity, would be exactly as rational as to | from a real protection that directly,the reverse is the 
conclude, from the sailor’s escape, that it was equally | fact. Every year, during the summer months, numbers 
safe for his ship-mates to repeat his desperate experi- | fall victims, in this and other cities, to the effects, direct 
ment. It isthe unanimous experience of every record- | and indirect, of the solar heat. Many of these deaths are 
ed age that temperance in ail our actions is the only | 
probable means of insuring a continuance of life and 





*Poinsart. 


ee ee 


1829.] REPORT ON THE USE GF ARDENT SPIRITS. 


343 








ascribed to drinking cold water; and though this might | ed. Few errors are more commonly met with than to 
appear to furnish an argument in favor ef tempering the | see the domestic practitioner either doing to the health 
latier fluid vith an admixture of spirits, yet the result of | of his patient an unmitigated, unmodified injury by the 
experience, both in New York and Philadelphia has | imprudent use of these articles as a medicine, or pur- 


been, that by far the greater past of these are in reality | chasing the partial stupification or the perspiration 
instances of apoplexy, caused by the heat and augment- | which they produce, and which might be much better 
ed by spirits given asa remedy; while, on the other 


obtained with other remedies, at the heavy expense of 
hand, the majority of cases actually caused by cold wa- | seriously increasing the malady he wishes to relieve. 
ter have occurred in the intemperate. The latter are | +; the observations which have been offered in the 
also mire exposed to the diseases of warm climates; | course of this Report, your committee hope that much 
which in them, are more unmanageable and more fre- | need not now be added to place inits proper light the 
quently fatal than inthe temperate. . | large share of responsibility which rests upon the mem- 
One source of intemperance in this city yet remains | bers of the medical profession with regard to discourag- 
to be noticed, and may enterhere. Your committee al- ing the use of spirituous liquors. At the present mo- 
lude to the custom of serving out liquor, and that with- | ment a great and powerful effort is in progress to pro- 
out measure, to the individuals engaged in extinguish- | mote this desirable purpose, by a very large number of 
ing fires. Many young men and even boys are, on these | ou fellow-citizens, who have associated themselves un- 
occasions, induced to partake of it toa great extent, and | ger the title of Temperance Societies. Similar and 
in not unfrequent instances, have to date from that mo- | persevering efforts have been made for many years by 
ment the commencement of intemperate habits. The | several religious bodies; among whom it is an act of jus- 
fatigue and exposure to cold and heat to which our high- | tice to name, for old and long continued exertions, the 
spirited youth subject themselves in their praise-worthy | socjety of Friends. Yet at no period has there been so 
efforts to stop the progress of destruction, the thirst en- | jarge a portion of the community interested in this sub- 
gendered by their muscular exertion, the forgetfulness ject, and so hopeful a prospect afforded of producing a 
of self with which they frequently sacrifice their health ( Considerable change in public feeling respecting 4t, as 
to preserve the property of others, the light, the clam- | 4¢ the presenttime. While we earnestly wish success, 
our and the example of their comrades, all unite to pre- | then, to the efforts of our philanthropic fellow citizens, 
vent them from being realiy aware of the quantities | your committee cannot help deeply feeling that this is 
which some of them too frequently consume. Your | ho time for physicians to remain irresolute, or to pass 
committee would earnestly press upon their fellow-cit- | with indifference a labour in which they are called up- 
izens, in those alarming and spirit-stirring emergencies, | on to interfere by so many considerations. They stand 
the use of coffee, as a grateful and efficient substitute implicated in this duty by their peculiar knowledge of 
for spirituous liquors, and one much better calculated | the evil, by their widely extended opportunities Of aid- 
to preserve that clearness of the intellectual faculties, ing in its correction, and, in a particular manner, by the 
for the want of which much valuable property is occa- | fact, that, as practitioners, they are unavoidably the fre- 
sionally destroyed. : ; quent though innocent cause of its further dissemina- 
Never did man commit a more gross mistake than | tion, And, while we leave to other bodies of men that 
when he had recourse to ardent spirits as a strengthen- sanctity and solemnity of appeal which belong to the 
er of the stomach—an agent to excite his appetite for | character of the public officers of religion, it is our most 
food, and augment his power of digesting it. When the | imperative duty to forewarn the imprudent of the evils 
stomach is ina state of health, the smallest quantity of | which impend over their physical systems; and, at the 
distilled spirits is productive of a proportionate diminu- | came moment, it is equally our obligation, as men..to 
tion of appetite and derangement of ‘se digestion. When | gjarm them, wherever the case admits it, for their snfe- 
diseased, almost any thing can be introduced into that ty from the other and multifarious disasters attributable 
organ with more impunity than alcoholic liquors. The | ¢o the unhappy practice of drinking spirituous liquors. 
majority, perhaps the great majority of the chronic af- : 
fections of that part of the body owe their origin to in-| Your committee, therefore, respectfully beg leave to 


temperance in eating and drinking, particularly the | propose for the consideration of this Society the follow- 
latter. Ings 


Another popular impression, which occasionally has 
considerable influence in furnishing the drunkard with 
an excuse for continuing the habit he has already incur- 
red, is the medical precept that it is dangerous suddenly 
to break off from the established use of ardent spirits. — 
Your committee cannot deny that there exists some 
foundatien for this doctrine. Yet they conceive that it 
is true in so small a number of cases, that far more mis- 
chief isdone by the remark than it is capable of pre- 
venting. They apprehend it may be in some measure 
disarmed of the injurious consequences occasionally 
drawn from it by a depraved ingenuity, if the practition- 
er, by the silent force of ocular example, will make the 
spectators of his operations aware of the extent to which 
other stimulants can be substituted for these more des- 
tructive ones. Your committee have already enume- 
rated some of the former; and, without embracing any 
therapeutical dissussion, will recommend their adoption, 
se faras the judgment of the physician shall approve, 
in the gradual diminution of the temulent excitement, 
and the treatment of its frequent consequence, delirium 




















RESOLUTIONS: 


Resolved, That this Society earnestly advises its mem- 

bers to employ their personal and private influence 
for the suppression of the moderate use of spirituous 
liquors, and that, for this purpose, the members are 
advised themselves to abstain from the use of spirit- 


uous liquors under any circumstances, except as a 
medicine. 


Resolved, That the members are advised to diminish the 
employment of ardent spirits in their practice as far 
as is compatible with a careful and prudent consider- 
ation of the welfare of their patients. 


Resolved, That the members residing in the city and lib- 
erties of Philadelphia are particularly requested to 
preserve an annual record of the whole number of 
deaths occurring in their practice, and also of the 
proportion of these occasioned, in their opinion, by 
the use of spirituous liquors. 


CH. D. MEIGS, 
tremens. D. FRANCIS CONDIE, 
It is perhaps sufficient to allude to the numerous oth- R. M. HUSTON, 
er instances in which, from popular habit and opinion, EDW. JENNER COXE, 
alcoholic stimulants are employed for the cure of vari- 


r B. H,. COATES. 
ous diseases, as cholic, recent catarrhs, &c. in some of 


which, articles of an analogous class may be substituted,-| The above Report was read and ordered to be pub- 
while, in others, all irritating matters ought to be avoid- | lished, and the resolutions adopted, July 11th, 1829, 
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LAW CASE. 
Commmonwealth ex am Habeas Corpus, before 


Williams vs. J. M‘llvaine, Esq. Re- 
Reakirt, Kéeper of the Prison. ) corder. Nov. 17, 1829. 


Orixrox.—A single glance at the warrant of commit- 
ta] in this case satisfies me, as it has the counsel attend- 
ing for the Commonwealth, that the prisoner was ille- 
gally committed, and must now be discharged. Inas- 
much, however, as the decision of this case may bear 
upon many others of a similar kind, I shall in compli- 
ance with the wish of the Inspectors and officers of the 
Prison, explain more at length my views of the subject. 

The prisoner was arrested in the street by a watch- 
man of the district of Moyamensing, on the night of the 
29th of October, was brought before Justice Eneu on 
the following morning, and by him imprisoned to an- 
swer at the next Court of Quarter Sessions, to a charge 
of “having committed a breach of the peace by disorderly 
conduct in the street.”? ‘The authority of watclimen to 
take up night walkers, disorderly persons and disturb- 
ers of the peace, given by express acts of Assembly, is 
broad enough to cover the arrest in this case, and to le- 
galize the proceeding up to the period when the pris- 
oner was brouglit before the magistrate. But it does 
not follow, from the propriety of the arrest, that any in- 
fliction by the magistrate was necessary or legal. The 
power given to watchmen is intended for the preven- 
tion as well as for the punishment of offences; and they | 
may arrest individuals during the night, whose conduct 
evinces a tendency or disposition to violate the public | 
peace, but who have yet done nothing which can sub- 
ject them to indictment in court or to a summary con- 
viction before a magistrate. The same laws which as- 
sign this power to watchmen, direct that all persons so 
arrested shall be taken before a magistrate “to be exam- 
ined and dealt with according to law.” In what modes 
may a magistrate legally deal with such persons? 

Ist. Ifthey be charged with any petty offence, over 
which the magistrate exercises a summary jurisdiction, 
they may be convicted and sentenced to imprisonment. 
The commitment must then specify the charge with 
such certainty, as to bring it clearly within the act of As- | 
sembly applicable to the case, and must fix the precise 
term of imprisonment authorised by such act. The 
judgment of the magistrate is then final and conclusive; | 
and the prisoner can only be discharged on the expira- | 
tion of the sentence. 

2d. If reasonable proof be made that the prisoner has 
been guilty of any felony or misdemeanor indictable at 
the Mayor’s Court or Quarter Sessions, the magistrate 
must bind him over to appear at the succeeding term, 
or in default of sufficient surety must commit him for 
trial. Inthe latter case, the warrant of committal must 
distinotly state the nature of the charge; not indeed 
with technical precision, but with such certainty, as that 
it may be obvious what species of offence is intended.— | 
Any commitment to answer, which omits so to state the 
charge, or which states acharge not indictable, is irreg- | 
ular, and the prisoner, if brought up on habeas corpus, 
may be discharged. Lay ; 

3d. If no proof of an offence indictable in Court, or 
subject to the magistrate’s summary jurisdiction be | 
made, the prisoner is entitled to his discharge. Such 
discharge does not necessarily imply that the watchman | 
has been wrong in making the arrest, for that arrest may 
have prevented some serious violation of law, or some 
disturbance of the public quiet. 

The case before us is one in which a summary convic- 
tion for drunkenness or vagrancys and an imprisonment 
for a short specific term, would probably have been cor- 
rect. If the magistrate was unwilling to take that course, | 
he had no legal alternative but to discharge the priso- 
ner; for no offence was alleged which could be the sub- 
ject of indictment, or of which the Quarter Sessions 
could possibly take cognizance. Mere disorderly conduct 
isnot a breach of the peace, nor can a commitment or | 


et Lt 











344 LAW CASE. 








[NovemMBER 











indictment for “a breach of the peace” be sustained,un- 
less the particular act which constituted such breach be 
specified. The commitment to answer at the next 
Court of Quarter Sessions was therefore improper, and 
it becomes my duty to discharge the prisoner from that 
custody in which he has been unlawfully held since the 
30th of October last. 

I am fully aware that this decision will disturb a prae- 
tice of some antiquity, which has contributed a large 
quota of tenants to our prisons. 

The frequency of such commitments, however, ren- 
ders it more important that their illegality be declared, 
and their recurrence if possible prevented. It is hoped 
the magistrates of the city and county will acquiesce in 
these views, and that no further application of the Ha- 
beas Corpus to such cases will be necessary. Ishall be 
prepared, however, to apply the remedy whenever it 
may be required. 

Although commitments like the present have been 

extremely common for many years past, the only argu- 
ment in their favour which I remember to have heard, 
was founded on the supposed necessity of punishing in 
this indirect mode, a class of persons to be found in 
all large cities, for whose cases the law appears to have 
made no direct provision, but who are nevertheless the 
source of frequent trouble and uneasiness. It must be 
a strong case of necessity, indeed, that upon mere prin- 
ciples of public convenience, can justify an expense of 
8000 dollars a year, which an Inspector of the Prison 
now in attendance has stated to rest upon the county, 
for the maintenance of this kind of prisoners. With 
such arguments, however, we have nothing to do. If 
our penal regulations be imperfect, the legislature alone 
is competent to supply a remedy. In the mean while, 
we must administer the law as it stands, and we are 
bound to relieve from every species of restraint or im- 
prisonment, for which clear legal authority can be 
shown. It is probable also that the power of magis- 
trates to imprison for small offences is already sufficient, 
and that the multiplication of commitments like that be- 
fore us, has arisen in a great measure from an omission 
to exercise their summary jurisdiction in cases clearly 
within its reach.— 4m. Daily Adv. 








CITESAPEAKE & DELAWARE CANAL. 
( Continued from page 326._) 


Section No. 6.—On this section of the canal no un- 
common difficulties were encountered; it occupies Tur- 
ner’s mill pond, beginning near the head of the pond, 
and ending at the dam which now forms the road; at 
this place which is a quarter of a mile west of the Mary- 
land state line, there 1s a pivot bridge. « 

The water flows both sides of the tow-path, having 
communications through the bank, over which are two 
tow-path bridges. 

North of the pivot bridge isa tavern and two or three 
old houses called, Old Town. 

Section No.7. From the pivot bridge, 1-8 mile west 
to Bittle’s point, the water flows both sides of the tow- 
path, covering a quantity of low land, formerly flowed 
by the tide water of Broad creek. 

The water is held up ten feet above its former level 
by a heavy embankment, forming a substantial dam from 
Bittle’s Point to the opposite shore of the creek, where 
is a sluice for the discharge of waste water. 

The canal is cut through Bittle’s Point, to a lock of 
from 7 to 9 feet lift, varying with the height of water in 
the summit level; between this lock and the tide lock 
is a basin 700 feet long and 100 feet wide. 

The tide lock does not operate merely as a regulating 
lock, but its lift varies with the tice from 1 to 7 feet. 

Forty or fifty acres of land adjacent to the locks, 
comprising all of Bittle’s Point, is laid out for a village 


called Chesapeake. 


No remarkable improvements have yet been made 
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except the lock house and Mr. Burnett’s tavern, which sOVERNOR ELECT. 











is a large commodious building, conveniently situated On Saturday evening the 14th November inst. the 
for the accommodation of passengers by the canal. First Easton Troop held a meeting and appointed Capt. 


The Western debouche of the canal is below the junc- | Porter and Lieut. Lattimore,a committee to make a ten- 
tion of Broad with Back creek, and six miles from the | der of their services, to escort the Governor Elect to 
ship channel of the Chesapeake. Harrisburg. It will be seen by the correspondence that 


That the Stockholders will ultimately, and at no dis- | follows, that Mr. Wolf declines the escort.—Easton Cen. 
tant day, be richly compensated for their investments ial 


and anxiety, not a doubt can be entertained by any one Easton, Noy. 16, 1829. 


who takes into consideration the vast increase to the HonourrEp Sir—The members of **The First Easton 
trade between Baltimore and Phiiadelphia, which will Treop of Cavalry,” composed of your immediate neigh- 
result from the completion of the improvements now in | bors, feel desirous of being permitted to testify their 
progress, connecting the Chesapeake with the Ohio. friendship and regard to you, in escorting you to Har- 

The Susquehanna trade will likewise be nearly dou- | risburg, when you proceed thither to be inaugurated as 
bled by the accession of commedities formerly kept Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Common- 
from market by the expense of transportation, as wood, | wealth. They have deputed the undersigned, two of 
lumber, &c. the price of these articles being more by | their officers, to communicate this wish to you; and we 
50 per cent. in Philadelphia than at Baltimore. The take great pleasure in expressing to you the anxious de- 
trade from the Dismal Swamp canal via Norfolk will be sire of the Troop, every member of which we believe to 
much increased by thedirect and safe communication | be your personal and political friend, to be permitted 
now opened to Philadelphia. thus to testify their respect and regard to an honoured 

The contemplated Delaware and Raritan canal, only | and respected neighbor and fellow citizen, elevated by 


26 miles indength, when completed, forme a safe inland | g discerning and enlightened commonwealth to preside 
Sloop Navigation from Albemarle sound to New York. | yyer her destinies. 


By a report of a committee to the New Jersey Legis- We are with great respect 
lature, it appears they calculated the revenue on the Your fellow citizens, 

Delaware and Raritan canal merely for the New Bruns- JAMES M. PORTER, Captain. 
wick trace, via the Chesapeake and Delaware canal at J. R. LATTIMORE, 1st Lieut. 
6000 dollars; ifso, the latter must be benefited in an| Georex Worr, Esq. 

equal amount. Governor Elect of Pennsylvania. 

This estimate appears verv moderate, when we con- aa 
sider that the coasting trade from North Carolina to Easton, Nov. 16, 1829. 
New York would be rendered safe for vessels of over 
100 tons burthen, and easily navigated by the same 
number of men now employed in ‘Sharp Bay Craft,” 
drawing 7 or 8 feet water, and averaging less than 50 
tons. The anchoring the Boston brig Sciot oF 199 tons 
at the Summit Bridge, is proof positive of thre capacity 
of these canals to pass vessels of that tonnage if proper- 
ly constracted, 

Without going into dry calculations, we on the Dela- 
ware have at any time only to look and count 100 coast- 
ers in sight, and knowing that upon the openng of a 
sloop navigation through New Jersey, at least 1-3 the 
number would pass the Chesapeake and Delaware ca- 
nal, which are now seen going up and down the river, 
and we have occular demonstration of the wisdom of our 
state laws, leaving the revenue of the company the 
yearly income of 12 per cent. on their capital. 

President—James C. Fisher. 





GrentLemEN—Yout kind and to myself highly compli- 
mentary communication of this morning, expressing @ 
desire on the part of the members of the First Easton 
Troop of Cavalry, to be permitted to testify their friend- 
ship and regard for me in escorting me to Harrisburg, 
when I shall proceed thither, to be inaugrurated as Gov- 
ernor, &c. of this Commonwealth, has been attentively 
considered. 

I should certainly be ceplorably wanting in gratitude 
towards my respectable personal and political friends, 
composing the First Easton Troop,did I not feel sensible 
| of this distinguished and highly flattering expression of 
| their friendship and regard, and nothing short of what I 
| deem due to them as well as to myselt, as Republican 
| citizens, could induce me to deny them the gratification 
| they desire. 
| It has always appeared to me impolitic, if not abso- 
| lutely dangerous in a Republican Govorument, for the 


Direcctors. ve Ge | people to flatter the vanity of their public servants, be- 
‘Thomas P. Cope, Phomas Fassit, | fore they have been tried or their fidelity proved, by 
John K. Kane, — John Hemphill, | displays of pomp and show which ean be attended 
Robert M. Lewis, Ambrose White, with no possible good, but which may have a per- 
Isaac C..Jones, Wiliiam Platt. | nicious tendency by awakening inthe mind of the indi- 
Robert Wharton. | vidual a security in the public confidence calculated to 


Appointments by the Directors. 
Benjamin Wright, Engineer Chief. 
Caleb Newbold, Jr. Superintendent. 


produce a carelessness and indifference in the discharge 
| 
Daniel Livermore, President. | 
} 


of public duties, which under other circumstances 
would not exist. The same objections do not apply with 
equal force where the individual is about to retire from 
a public station in which great and important services 
The Chesapeake and Peiaware Canal is now in com. | have been rendered to the Republic; but even in the 
plete orcer with a satisfactorily increasing trade upon it; | latter case the satisfaction arising from an upright and 
on Thursday evening, | stopped at Bennett’s Hotel on | conscientious discharge of official duties should be es- 
the west end of the Canal: there passed through the | teemed by him as his highest reward. 
locks, between two in the afternoon and bedtime, ten} The same plain republican habits which have marked 
vessels; on rising about seven in the morning, I found se- | my course through life, will be carried by me into the 
ven others arrived, and nine passed the locks before | exalted station to which by the voice of the people of my 
eight’o’clock; and in two hours after, three more had ar-| native state I have been called: andif, in the course of 
rived, and were getting passed through the Locks. A-| my administration I shall be so far favored as to become 
bout tl:is time I left Bennetts Hotel, anexcellent house, | a humble instrument in the hands of an all bountiful 
where good cheer and plenty of Ducks, Canvass. backs} Providence, to advance in some measure the interests of 
and red heads, for the amusement of sportsmen, may be | the state or the prosperity and happiness of its citizens, 
met with. The splendid Barges attached to the Citi-| [shall have attained the summit of my most anxious 
zen’s Line, between Philadelphia and Baltimore, take | wishes. 
you through the Canal, 14 miles in two hours, lockage | The members of the Troop will, | feel confident,readi- 


meluded. A TRAVELLER. | ly excuse my non-compliance with their request, when 
Vor. IV. 43 


*Now R. M. Lewis, Mr. Fisher having resigned. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


[Novempzr 











l assure them that the desire indicated by them would 
not accord either with my principles or feelings, and 
that lam consequently constrained to decline the honor 
they so kindly intended to confer. 

Be pleased, gentlemen, toaccept my unfeigned thanks 
for the kind expressions contained in your communica- 
tion, in reference to myselfas a neighbor and fellow cit- 
izen, and permit me to reciprocate similar sentiments in 
regard as wellto yourselves as to the members of the 
Troop, individually and collectively, whom you repre- 
sent—and believe me to be 

With sentiments of profound respect, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
GEO. WOLF. 
James M. Porter, Captain. 
John R. Lattimore, 1st Lieut. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


In taking a survey of the present condition of this 
city, we are led to contrast it with others, and itis very 
certain that too much of this kind of comparison is in 
use. To give up this plan, then, let usstate in a few 
words, in what our present advantages consist. We are 
located, by the agreement of all, if not in the very most 
agreeable climate of America, certainly in one which 
combines fewer disadvantages and extremes than most. 
With Jersey at our door, we have all the fruits of two 
distinct descriptions of soil, producing all that grow in 
any climate of the States, which are considered of any 
importance. We have the inexhaustible coal mines in 
our two rivers, which are literally mines of wealth to our 
citizens, and the value of which will be gradually de- 
veloped until the end of time, As for water, we are bet- 
ter supplied than any other city in the world; none can 
exhibit half the security against fire which we possess. 
We hayé, too, an enterprising, industrious class of me- 
chanics and handicraftmen, whose labor is wealth; a 
class, in fact, which, if found in Southern citics, are so 
few as scarcely to be counted. We are near enough to 
the sea te enjoy the advantages of commerce, and have 
a rich and extensive back country to depend upon. us, 
and mutually to reciprocate the benefits of intercourse. 
For grazing, the meadows of our country, as well as 
some adjacent, are unrivalled in any section of the U- 
nion. In-addition to all this, several minor censidera- 
tioris, which we pass over in silence, the Chesapeake & 
Delaware canal, has now opened its channel to an un- 


limited communication with the Bay and tributaries of | 


the Chesapeake, by means of which we are already sup- 
plied with the delicious oysters and fish which abound 
m those waters. We have seen some rock fish brought, 
which equal any thing of the kind ever seen, and the 
eclebrated Canvassbacks are beginning to pour in, ac- 
companied by terrapins, greatly increased in size, and 
reduced in price. As for the oysters, York Rivers have 
long been known here among the rich, but are now sold 
at the same price with our good but smaller ones. Wood 
and charcoal, to say nothing of the produce of the Sus- 
quehanna, will pour through this short. but important 
channel, and the advantages of our situation will be- 
come more manifest every year, by the discovery of new 
chamels of trade in the opening of our numerous canals, 
rail roads, marble and slate quarries, &c. &c. In fact, 
we are in our infancy as regards resources. Calculating 
upon no greater increase for the next fifty years than 
the lest half century has produced, (and we sce no rea- 
son why we should not calculate on double,) what an 
immense and prosperous city Philadelphia will become. 
We trust it will increase in virtue as in wealth, and that 


—— 





_adelphia parents and guardians would not consult their 

| pecuniary interests by educating their children at our 
University. ‘The particulars are collected from the 
publications of the several institutions, except in the 
cases of Columbia and Princeton colleges, in regard to 
which the statement relies upon individual but veraci- 
ous authority. I have put down the sums merely which 
must necessarily be paid by the parent for the purpese. 
By a city resident, nothing of course is expected at the 
University upon the board and lodging of the student 
beyond the usual expenditures of the family, so that in 
fact the only demand upon the purse is fur tuition, and 
some few contingent objects. 

A Philadelpkian, in educating his son, will find that 
his lowest total annual expense is, at Harvard Univer- 
home than abroad. ‘Travelling expenses and pocket 
money are almost wholly avoided by the education of our 

| children in this city. From the above comparison it ap- 

| pears, that the expense of education toa Philadelphian 
| at our university js, on an average, between sixty and 
| sixty-five per cent. less than at distant institutions. In- 

| deed, when the expenses of travelling, of dress, and of a 

| host ef minor contingencies are considered in the esti- 

| mate, we shall not be far from the fact in asserting it to 
| be seventy per cent. cheaper to educate ason in Phila- 
| delphia, than to send him to distant colleges. It may 
| be taken as a very fair average, that every Philadelphia 
| student educated at the Eastern Colleges, costs his pa- 
rent 300 dollars annually, and that every student educa- 
| ted at the Colleges nearer home, as at Princeton, Car- 
| lisle, Rutger’s, &c. &c. costs 250 dollars’per annum.— 
| The utmost limit of expense in our University cannot 
/exceed 100 dollars, ‘The case then will stand thus: 


| ‘Che Philadelphia parent pays for his son’s education 
for four years, which is the usual period spent in col- 





sity, Cambridge, Mass. $210 
Yale Coliege, New Haven, Conn. 190 
Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa. 160 
Rutger’s College, New Brunswick, NerJersey, 126 
Washington College, Hartford, Conn. 125 
Union College, Schenectady, New York, 106 
Charleston College, Charleston, South Carolina, 200 
Columbia College, City of New York, about 200 
Princeton College, Princeton, New Jersey, about 130 
Universily of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 62 





In this computation, I have not included books, cloth- 
ing, nor graduatien fees, because they may be consider- 
ed as about equal in all cases, except that as respects 
books and clothing, more economy can be practised at 








| lege, if educated at the Eastern Colleges, $1200 
| If educated at country Colleges, near home, 1000 
| If educated at the University of Pennsylvania, 400 


| Situated as most parents are, with families to maintain 
,and limited means to accomplish the object, it isa mat- 
| ter cf obvious interest to them to have access to educa- 
| tion on such reasonable terms. In several of the prom- © 
inent, classical and scientific schools of our city, the an- 
nual expense is $100, and in few of them perhaps is it 
| 
less than between 50 and $60; so that the expe: s: of 
| collegiate education at the Universily, would seem to 
| be brought within the most moderate limits, since in 
| some Cases it is below, and in others but slightly exceeds 
| the expense of the preparatory classical seminaries. 
| But in judging of the expensiveness of a college, the 
most material question undoubtedly relates to its char- 
acter and capability. An inefficient institution, where 
you pay next tonothing for a defective education, is 
most certainly much dearer to the unfortunate collegian 
than the most expensive of our Colleges. In its present 








our descendants may say as we do, that no men would | state, however, the collegiate department of our Uni- 


live out of Philadelphia who could afford to live in it. 
Saturday Bulletin. 


COLLEGIATE EXPENSES. 
Mr. Editor—I have compared the expenses of on ed- 
ucation at several of our prominent colleges, with a view 
of ascertaining whether other things being equal, Phil- 


| 


versity is pronounced by men who are fully qualified to 
judge to be both able,efficient & successful in its instruc- 
tion. The recent publication of Trustees bears a strong tes- 
timony in favour of its present organization, and of the 
diligence, capacity, and success of its professors. Sev- 
eral of the Trustees who have sons to educate, are now 
educating them, I understand, at the Uniyersity, whilst 


1829.] 








PENNSYLVANIA & OHIO CANAL COMPANY. 


347 





no instance at present exists of a Trustee sending his 
son toa distantcollege. They give therefore, practical 
as well as theoretical, evidence of their confidence in 
the college as now conducted. Vhe whole number of 
students, is, 1 am informed, about ninety-five—a much 
larger number than it has had for many years, if not the 
largest that was ever within its walls. With such a pop- 
ulation as that of Philadelphia, our city ought to have at 
least 150 students in a course of collegiate education, 
especially when this invaluable privilege can be secured 
on such reasonable terms as are indicated above.—U.S. 
Gazette. A PARENT. 





SHAMOKIN AND MAHONOY COAL MINES. 

Mr. Tweed,—It is probable that many of your read- 
ersare unacquainted with the fact, that extensive beds 
of Stone coal are found in the Little Mahonoy and Sha 
mokin townships; having visited this coal region the past 
week, I have thought a cursory description of them 
might not be unacceptable to your readers. ‘The Ccal 
lands (so far as yet discovered,) may be said to com- 
mence in a high bluff of land in the forks of the» Maho- 
noy, and but ashort distance above the junction of the 
two creeks, (Big and Little Mahonoy, ) and continues on 
eastward winding with the mountains, which at present 
appear to mark i's limits, passing through the south- 
eastern point of Shamokin township crossing the Shamo- 


| Jr. which, after discussion, were referred to a commit- 
tee consisting of Messrs. Chew, Ayres, Sloane, King, & 


| Henry, with full power to modify or change the resolu- 
| tions, 





On motion, a committee of five were appointed to 
draft memorials to Congress, and to the Legislatures of 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

On motion of Judge Shaler,the chairman is appointed 
one of said committee, which consists of Gen. Lacock, 
| Judge Shaler, Judge Rayen, Messrs. Dickey and Boyd. 
| Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
At the meeting held on Friday, 
| 1Sth Nov. pursuant to an adjournment, present, Messrs. 
| Lacock, King, Rayen, Boyd, Fisher, Sleane,Crosby, Da- 
vis, Dickey, Ayres, Henry, Shaler, and Chew. 

Judge Shaler, from the committee to draft memorials, 
| reported progress and asked further time. 
| B.Chew, Jr. from the committee to which the resolu- 
| tions offered yesterday, were referred, made report. 

The committee to whom was referred the resolutions 
| Jaid before the meeting, yesterday, 
| REPORT :— 

That they consider it inexpedient to open subscrip- 
tion books for stock of the Pennsylvania and Ohio Ca- 
nal Company, until the Eastern termination of the work 
is designated, and that it is advisable to postpone the 
consideration of methods for obtaining subscriptions to 
the stock until the proper time for opening the books 

















kin creek, where in many places it forms the bed of | shall arrrive, because circumstances may occur, at pre- 
the creek, and is the same line of coal formation that is | sent unforeseen, to change the views of the Company. 
found along the Cenire turnpike, between the Big and | The Committee, therefore, recommend that these sub- 


Locust Mountains. But the most extensive vein of coal 
(if a vein it may be called,) yet discovered is on Serby’s 
Run a branch of the Little Mahonoy—the land here is 
considerab!y elevated, and the ravine formed by the run 
passing through it, is considerable; the banks rising ab- 
ruptly, exposing to view a coal formation which in abun- 
dance or quality is not surpassed, if equalled in the state. 
There are from six to eight miners here at work—but 
their progress has not enabled them to form any thing 
like a correct opinion of its magnitude—however, this 
much can be seen that it is something like one mile in 
width, and at least fifty feet deep, without a single par- 
ticle of any thing else intervening and is perfectly pure, 
being entirely clear of that mixture of slate that is found 
in the Wilkesbarre coal. The mine is well worth going 
to see, and the visitors are already becoming numerous; 
they are received witha hearty welcome at the shanty 
by the enterprising manager Mr. Wiss, to whom much 
credit isdue. He is the son of Mr. Wiss that made the 
discovery of the coal at Mauch Chunk. 
tioy in coal lands has already commenced; and [ have no 
doubt but in a few years this hitherto neglected section 
of our country will show us a Pottsville or a Mauch 
Chunk .— States Adv. J. P.M. 
Chilisquaque, Nov. 10. 





MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
PENNSYLVANIA & OHIO CANAL COMPANY. 


Ata meeting of the ‘Pennsylvania and Ohio Canal 
Company,” held in the court-house, at Pittsburg, on 
"Thursday the 12th of November, 1829, were present, 
Abner Lacock, William Rayen, Leicester King, Eliakim 
Crosby, Jonathan Sloane, Thomas Henry, Joseph T. 
Boyd, John Fisher, Stephen Stone, and BenjaminChew, 

un. " 
, Gen. Lacock was called to the Chair, and B. Chew, 
Jr. appointed Secretary. The object of the meeting 


having been stated, it adjourned to meet at 3 o’clock, 
this day. 








At the meeting held pursuant to 
adjournment at 3 o’clock, present, Messrs. Lacock, Ray- 
en, King, Crosby, Sloane, Henry, Boyd, Fisher, Stone, 
William Ayres, Charles Shaler, Hugh Davis, John Dick- 
ey, B. Chew, Jr. 


Resolutions were offered to the meeting by B. Chew, 


The specula- | 


{ jects be laid over for the consideration of a future meet- 
ing. 

The Committee are, however impressed with the 
conviction that measures ought to be adopted by this 

| mecting for carrying into effect the object of the Corpo- 
| ration, and especially for obtaining from the Congress of 
| the United States and from the Legislatures of Pennsyl- 
| vania and Ohio, contributions to the stock of the Compa- 
| ny, as was contemplated in the appointment of a com- 
| mittee to draft memorials yesterday. And that a Stand- 
| ing Committee ought to be appointed to attend to the 
concerns of the Company during the meeting of this 
| board. The Committee, therefore, recommend the a- 
, doption of the following Resolutions: 
Resolved, That memorials be presented by the Com- 
| pany tothe Congress of the United States, and to the 
| Legislatures of Pennsylvania and of Ohio, praying each 
| of those authorities to subscribe for stock of this Com: 
| pany. 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to present 
| the memorial to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and 
another committee to present the memorial to the Le- 
_gislature of Ohio; and that the said committees shall re- 
)port their proceedings to the Standing Committee. 
Resvlved, That the company make application to the 
| Pennsylvania Canal Commissioners to determine and fix 
| the point at which the Pennsylvania and Ohio Canal 
| shall intersect the Pennsylvania Canal, in conformity 
| with the provisions of the second section of an act of 
| the Legislature of Pennsylvania, entitled ‘*An act to in- 
| corporate the Pennsylvania and Ohio Company, passed 
| the 14th of April, 1827. 

Resolved, That a certified copy of the foregoing res- 
olutions be directed to the Board of Pennsylvania Canal 
Commissioners. 

Resolved, That a standing committee be appointed, 
with power to call meetings of this company, and to col- 
lect such information as it may be expedient to lay be- 
fore the next meeting, and to conduct any necessary 
correspondence, and that this committee be instructed 
te prepare an exhibit of the expense of making the ca- 
nal from the point of its termination, designated by the 
Canal Commissioners of Pennsylyania, to be laid before 
the next Meeting of this Board. 

The above resolutions were adopted—B. Chew, jun. 
| was appointed a committee to present the memorial ta 








348 








the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and Judge Rayen to 
present the memorial to the Legislatue of Ohio. 

Messrs. Henry, Lacock, Shaler, Sloane, and Dickey, 
were appointed the standing committee. 

Resolved, That the standing committee be instruct- 
ed to obtain signatures to the memorial to Congress, and 
to have it presented. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o’clock. 

At the meeting held on Saturday, at 9 o’clock, the 
14th Nov. pursuant to adjournment, were present, Mes- 
srs. Lacock, Rayen, Fisher, Boyd, King,Crosby, Sloane, 
Davis, Dickey, Henry, Shaler, and Chew. The com- 
mittee to draft memorials, reported a memorial to the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, a memorial to the Legisla- 
ture of Ohio, and a memorial to Congress. 

The drafts reported were unanimously adopted. 

On motion, the standing committee is instructed to 
apply to the proper department of the general goyern- 
ment for copies of the surveys and works of the United 
States Engineers, in the country between Pittsburg and 
Lake Erie, applicable to the Canal. 

On motion the Secretary is directed to furnish the 
minutes. 

Adjourned without day. 

A. LACOCK, Chairman. 

B. Cuew, Jr. Secretary. 





PUBLIC STAGES TO & FROM HARRISBURG. 


The Mail Stage by Reading, leaves the Stage Office, 
Market square, Harrisburg, at 12 noon, and arrives at 
Shenfelter’s Reading, at 9 the same evening. Leaves 
Reading at 5 in the morning, and arrives at Van Busk- 
irk’s Philadelphia, at 2 P.M. 

Returning, leaves Van Buskirk’s at 24 A.M. and ar- 
rives at Harrisburg, at 84 P.M. 

The Accommodation Stage leaves the same office, at 
Harrisburg, Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday, at 2 A.M. 
and arrives at McCalla’s, Race Street, Philadelphia, the 
same day at 84 P. M.—Returning, leaves McUalla’s 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at 6 A. M. and arrives 
at Keppele’s, Reading, at5, P.M. Starts at 6 the next 
morning, and arrives at Harrisburg at 5 P.M. 

The mail stage, by Lancaster, leaves the Stage office, 
next to M. Wilson’s Harrisburg, every day at 1 P.M. and 
arrives at Graeff ’s, Lancaster, at 7 the same evening— 
leaves Lancaster at 24 in the morning and arrives at 
Taylor’s Philadelphia at 123 P.M. Keturning leaves 
Philadelphia at 7 A.M. and arrives at Harrisburg, at 114 
P.M. 

The accommodation Stage leaves the same office, at 
Harrisburg, every day at 2inthe morning, and arrives 
at Taylor’s Philadelphia the same day, at7 P. M. 

An accommodation Stage, leaves Mr. Nagle’s, Harris- 
burg, at 11 A-M. every other day, lodge at Cooper's 
Lancaster, breakfast, the next morning at Morgantown, 
and arrive at VanBuskirk’s, Philadelphia in the evening. 
Returning leaves VanBuskirk’s, every other day at 4 A. 
M.—lodge at Cooper’s, Lancaster, and arrive next mor- 
ning at Harrisburg, about 11. 


STaGEs TO PITTSBURG. 


Southern route.—Leaves the office next to M. Wil- 
son’s, Harrisburg, at 3, A.M. every day, and passes 
through Carlisle, Chambersburg, McConnelstown, Bed- 
ford and Greensburg to Pittsburg, in two days and a half. 
Returning, leaves Pittsburg at 3, A. M. and arrives at 
Harrisburg in two days and a half. 

Northern route.—Leaves the office, next door to Mrs. 
Buehler’s, Market square, Harrisburgj* every day at 5, 
A. M. and passes through Lewistown, Huntingdon, 
Blairsville, &c. to Pittsburg, in three days. Returning, 
leaves Pittsburg at 3, A.M. and arrives at Harrisburg in 
days.—This line connects at Lewistown with a 
line to Bellefonte, Philipsburg, Meadyille & Erie; which 
leaves Lewistown on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

The Susquehanna, or Northern Stage, leaves the same 
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office, Market square, Harrisburg, every morning (ex- 
cept Sunday) at 2, for Northumberland, Williamsport, 
Painted Post, Bath, and Geneva, (New. York.) At Nor- 
thumberland it intersects with a line forBerwick, Wilkes- 
barre, Owego, Ithaca and Geneva (N.Y.) 

Ballimore.—A stage leaves the same office every 
morning at 3,(Sunday excepted) breakfasts at York,and 
arrives at Baltimore in the evcning. Returning, leaves 
Baltimore at 3, A.M. and arrives at Harrisburg, about 
8 P. M. 

Columbia.—A stage leaves the same office, every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at 8, A.M. and arrives 
at Columbia at 5,P?.M. Returning, leaves Columbia ev- 
ery Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 8 A. M, and ar; 
rives at Harrisburg at 3 P.M. 

Ephrata. Astage leaves Henszey’s, Market square, 
Harrisburg, every Saturday at 7 A. M. passes through 
Campbellstown and Ephrata,and arrives at Downing- 
town the next afternoon. Returning, leaves Downing- 
town every Wednes‘ay morning, and arrives at Harris- 
burg on Thursday afternoon.—H. Chron. 





BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF 


MAJOR GENERAL ANTON 
[From the Casket.] 
( Continued from page 310._' 


So deficient were military supplies, both of men and 
provisions under a state system, and so alarming was 
the circumstance, that on the first day of January, one 
half of the small army in the service of the United States 
would dissolve: the Commander-in-chief was again ne- 
cessitated to address Congress; he says, in a letter to 
that body, ashort time previously to Arneld’s defection, 
“While we are meditating offensive operations, which 
may either not be undertaken at all, or being underta- 
ken, may fail, 1 am persuaded that Congress are not 
inattentive to the present state of the army, and wiil 
view in the same light with me the necessity of provid- 
ing, in time, against a period, the first of January, when 
one half of our pres«nt force will dissolye. The shadow 
of an army that will remain, wil have every motive ex- 
cept mere patriotism to abandon the service, without 
the hope which has hitherto supported them of a change 
for the better. This is almost extinguished now, and 
certainly will not outlive the campaign, unless it finds 
something more substantial to rest upon. This isa truth 
of which every spectator of the distresses of the army 
cannot help being convinced. Those at a distance may 
speculate differently; but on the spot an opinion to the 
contrary, judging human nature on the usual scale, 
would be chimerical.”” He also endeavored to impress 
the wecessity of a foreign loan of money for the contin- 
uance of the war, on which subject he addressed the 
minister of France in the most explicit terms. 

Gen. Wayne, who, on every important occasion, se- 
conded and followed the Commander-in-chief, ‘*Haud 
passibus xquis:’—thus addressed the President of 
Pennsylvania. 


¥ 


WAYNE. 


Camp at Stcenrapia, 
17th September, 1780. 

Dezr Sir,—At the commencement of this campaign, 
we had the most flattering expectations from the pro- 
mised succours of his most Ubristian Majesty, as well 
as from the exertions of these States, but the interven- 
tion of a superior fleet to that of our allies in these seas, 
the blockade of Brest, in which port the second divi- 
sion intended for America, is shut up, and the tedious 
delay, and at length a total prevention of operation in 
the West Indies, together with the recent military 
check we have experienced in South Carolina, and the 
deficiency of promised aid and supplies in the United 
States, have materially altered the complexion of af- 
fairs. 

In this situation I have been called upon by his Ex- 
cellency to give my opinion in writing, of what 1 may 
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deem the most advisable mode of conduct or most feasi- | 
ble point of operation. | that those men are now on the spot, that there is no 
The actual arrival of Sir G. Rodney, with 10 sail of | danger of being imposed on by deserters, and that eve- 
the line at Sandy Hook, will, when joined by Admiral | ry man we enlist we are sure of; in addition to all which, 
Arbuthnot’s command, amount to between 20 and 26) they have acquired some discipline and adroitness in 
sail. The Count de Guichen is said to be on the coast | exercising and manceuvring, in consequence of the 
wth 18, and the Count de Ternay at Rhode Island with | close attention and indefatigable industry of our offi- 
8, in all 26, so that the forces will be nearly on an equal- | cers, which they will continue to apply with unwearied 
itv; hence we have little ground to expect any thing | zeal. 
capital taking place. Could any period be fixed for the | 1 would beg leave further to suggest, whether good 
arrival of the second division from Brest, so as to place | policy does not dictate the making of a true represen- 
our allies in the sovereignty of these seas, I should not | tation to the court of France of our situation with res- 
be at a losson the occasion; but as this is eventual, I | pect to finances, as well as the propriety of telling her 
must acknowledge that [ see nothing but a choice of that we can no longer continue this unequal contest 
difficulties left to determine upon. Amony others, that | without the aid of hard money, with which, if they will 


of experiencing every extreme of distress at this stage 
of the campaign, for want of provisions, is of the most 
alarming nature, and would of itself be sufficient to de- 
feat any, the best plan in the power of a General to 
design. 

When I look toa period fast appreaching, I discover 
the most gloomy prospects and distressing objects pre- 
senting —— and when I consider the mass of 
people wlio now compose this army, will dissolve by 
the first of January, except a little corps enlisted for 
the war, badly paid, and worse fed, 1 dread the conse- 
quence, as these melancholy facts may have a most 
unhappy influence on their minds, wher. opposed to a 
well appointed, puissant, and desolating army. 

Should Sir Henry Clinton profittby former errors, 
and commence the General; should he wait that season, 
and pour like a deluge upon anaked country, aad once 
more possess your capital, I have but too much reason 
to dread, that by an introduction of civil government, 
he would find many, very many, adherents, and, per- 
haps, great numbers of converts, we at present, least 
suspect. 

I know that you are not to learn that the fidelity of 
not every Southern State is to be absolutely relied on, 
and that some of the landed interest of your State would 
not have strong objections to submit to the former go- 
vernment; and I can from my own knowledge, but not 
without much pain, assure you, that very many of the 


agriculturists of this State appear to wish for peace on | 
any terms, owing to the manner in which we have been | 


necessitated to ration our troops and forage our horses, 


which is truly distressing to them, and affords but very | 


partial relief to us; yet, little as it is, it has hitherto pre- 
vented a dissolution of this army. 1 know that the ex- 
hibition of a picture of this kind will be painful to a 
gentleman, who, from principle, as well as his exalted 
station, must be interested, deeply interested, in the 
fate of America. Yet it is a duty which, asa citizen 
and a soldier, I owe to vou, my country, and myself, 
to present in its true colours, and also to assure you, 
that [am not influenced by any apprehensions for my 
own liberty and safety. I have fully and deliberately 
considered every possible vicissitude of fortune, and 
know that it is not in the power of Britain to subjugate 
a mind determined to be free, and at all events, whilst 
master of my own sword, I am governor of my own 
fate. I therefore only fear, but greatly fear, for that of 
my country, and would wish to warn her of the dan- 
ger, and to point out the only mode which, in my 
opinion, can possibly rescue her from impending ruin. 

We Have it yet in our power to remedy or correct 
former mistakes, and to rise superior to every difficulty 
and danger. This, however, can only be done by a 
foreign loan, and by the completion of your regiments. 
The Eastern States seem-fully convinced of their error, 
and from the best intelligence, will exert every power 
to complete their quotas of troops for the war. Penn- 
sylvania in this will have greatly the advantage; the le- 
vies now in camp are enlisting upon trust. Whilst this 
spirit is up, I wish we were furnished with some hard 
cash; this is the time to take them—if we wait much 


longer, the termination of their services will be so near, | 








| furnish us, we will secure our independency, and repay 
her when able. 
Adieu, my dear Sir, and believe me your Excellen- 
cy’s most obedient, 
ANTHONY WAYNE, 
His Excellency, Jos. Reep. 
(To be continued.) 





ABSTRACT OF THE 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE. 
SENATE. 

Thursday, Nov. 18.—A petition for a subscription to 
the stock of the Monongahela and Coal-hill Navigation 
company, and for alteration of their charter. Supple- 
ment to charter of Schuylkill Navigation company, and 
resolution relative to Purdon’s Digest, read third time, 
and passed. 

Friday, Nov. 19.—Mr. Ringland’s resolution to ad- 
journ from 17th December to 10th January, consider- 
ed, and question postponed. 

Saturday, Nov. 20.—Mr. Powell submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution. 

Resolved, That the committee on vice and immorality 


| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 


ing a bill, requiring the Governor to appoint three 
| commissioners for the city and county of Philadelphia, 
| who shall have been first recommended by the guar- 
| dians of the poor thereof, and whose duty it shall be to 


| investigate all abuses connected with tippling houses 
| and tavern licenses, and to ascertain the character of 
| all applicants, as well as the fitness of the houses for 
which tavern licenses shall be sought, and thereupon 
| to report to the grand juries of the said city and coun- 
ty, whose recommendation shall be requisite to autho- 
rise the court of quarter sessions, or the Mayor’s court, 
to grant any tavern license for the city and county of 
Philadelphia. 

The resolution was considered, and its merits discuss- 
ed by Mr. Powel in favor and Mr. Burden against it. 
Mr. Burden moved to amend the resolution by striking 
out all after the word instructed, and to insert in lieu 
thereof, “to report, whether any and what alterations are 
necessary in the mode of granting tavern licenses.”— 
Mr. Hay made some remarks in favor of the motion.— 
The amendment was agreed to, yeas 15, nays 10. And 
the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Ringland submitted a resolution, which was 
adopted as follows: A 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary sys- 
tem be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the act of the 20th March, 1810, as to make 
the bail of the party taking an appeal from the judg- 
ment of a Justice of the Peace absolutely liable for the 
amount of the judgment that may be rendered against 
the appellant. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monday, Nov. 16.—A resolution adopted, respecting 
the inquiry as to the expediency of authorizing the Gov- 
ernor to subscribe for stock of the Lycoming and Tioga 
Turnpike and Tioga Canal and Navigation Companies— 
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Judiciary committee to inquire whether alterations 
ought not to be made in the Road laws respecting rights 


of citizens to vote for supervisors, who refuse to pay a 
road tax. 


Tuesday, Nov.17.—Judiciary committee te inquire 
what alterations and amendments are necessary in laws 
regulating marriages—acts reported respecting loans 
from certain banks—for furtherance of justice between 
obligors and obligees, &c.—for regulating general elec- 
tions—committee report respecting road laws and were 
“ef opinion, that it is the highest attribute of sovereign- 
ty in any government to disfranchise a freeman from the 
right of suffrage, and if the power existed, it should not 
be exercised but in cases of extreme necessity for the 
preservation of the state. The resolution presents no 
such case. Were your committee desirous or willing 
to carry into effect the principle contained in the reso- 
lution, (which they are not,) the power, in the opinion 
of your committee, is withheld from the Legislature by 


the Constitution, which provides that ‘every freeman of 


the age of 21 years, having resided in the State 2 years 
next before the election, &within that time paid a state or 
county tax, which shall have been assessed at least six 
months before the election, shall enjoy the right of an 
elector.’ In addition to which, if further argument were 
wanting, the Legislature passed the 6th of April, 1802, 
for laying out and keeping in repair public roads and 
highways within this commonwealth, in prescribing who 
shall have a right to vote for supervisors of the high- 
ways, have reference to the citizens qualified to vote 
for members of the General Assembly. 


Judiciary committee respecting alteration of the Or- 
phans’ Ceurt laws Report, That they are not aware that 
the matter complained of requires any special alteration 
by statute, and believe, under the present practice of 
the courts, the supposed grievance would be fully pro- 
vided for. 

That after an account of an executor or administrator 
has been finally settled, that fact together with the en- 
tire merits of the demand, would be presented to the 
court for the application of such equity as the circum- 
stances of each case might give rise to. 

The committee, aware of the-.utter impracticability 


of making salutary provisions for the infinite variety of 
the causes and subjects of litigation, and uninformed of 


any serieus difficulties having been experienced in Penn- 
sylvania under the existing state of the law on this sub- 
ject, think it inexpedient to make any alteration in the 


premises, and therefore offer the following resolution— | 


That the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the resolution referred to them. 

The report was laid on the table. 

Bill supplementary to the Election law read a third 


time and _recommitted for amendment—committee of 


ways and means reported a bill authorizing leans from 
certain banks. 


dividing Pittsburgh into 4 wards. 


Friday, Nov. 20.—Mr. Moore, of Erie, offered the fol- 


lowing resolution which after debate, was indefinitely 
postponed, Yeas 55, Nays 30. 

Whereas the misfortune of intemperance, notwith- 
standing the laudable example of the different Tempe- 
rance Societies,seems to prevail toa very serious extent: 
And whereas, it is the opinion of this body that an ex- 
ample coming from them as the representatives of the 


people, would greatly aid in the meritorious efforts of 


those societies: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the members of this House, from this 
time until the end of the session, will abstain from and 
make no use of ardent or spirituous liquors. 


Mr. Moore moved to proceed te the second reading 


of the resolution. 

Mr. Petriken hoped the gentleman would permit the 
resolution to lie on the table a few days, in order that 
they might treat resolution. 
was agreed to. 
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Bill passed committee of the whole for 


The motion to consider 
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Mr. Wilkins thought, if the gentleman who offered 
the resolution was serious, they ought to dispose of it 
as soon as possible; and he moved to refer it to the 
committee on vice and immorality. 

Mr. Middleswarth was in favor of sending the resolu- 
tion to a committee. He would like to know what 


| punishment they would be able to inflict on members 


who did not choose to adhere to this resolution, im case 
it should bé adopted. 

Mr. Moore, of Beaver, said, if it was not for the re- 
spectability of the member who offered the resolution, 
he would consider it a reflection upon the House. For 
his own part, he would like very well to be resolved 
into sobriety, but it did not seem to him at all proper 
that subjects should be introduced into the hall of le- 
gislation which could not be legislated upon. He hoped 
the resolution would not be committed. 

Mr. Moore, of Erie, stated that the subject before 
them was a plain one, and did not need elucidation 
from him. He had always understood, that good mo- 
tives were to be attributed to good acts; and if a desire 
to court popularity should be ascribed to him, as every 
man ought to wish to stand well with his fellow citi- 
zens, it was certainly right in him to offer the resolu- 


tion. 


Mr. Frick moved to postpone the resolution, to- 
gether with the motion to refer to a committee, indefi- 
nitely. 

Dr. Mitchell made some remarks against the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Frick said, this was no place to introduce @ reso- 
lution about Temperance societies; for if the resolution 
passed, the members themselves would not be legally 
bound by it, and those in the minority would not be 
bound at all. If the gentleman who offered the reso- 
lution wished to establish a cold water society, let him 
set the example, and begin it somewhere else. 

Mr. Bushfield said, that men high in authority were 
looked up to as examples, that members of the legisla- 
ture sent here to make laws, should encourage morali- 
ty—that it was indispensably necessary that they should 
make such laws as would suppress vice and immorality 
and encourage virtue. I therefore hope that the resolu- 
tion will be supported, as J believe that every honest 
well meaning man and lover of his country will encou- 
rage temperance and sobriety, and suppress ardent 
spirits, the companion of vice, the bane of society, and 
the principal cause of wretchedness, misery and crime. 

Saturday, Nov. 21.—Petition presented from Fayette 
co. praying for improvement of the Monongahela. Kes- 
olution adopted, for Judiciary committee to inquire in- 
to expediency of making further provision by law, rela- 
tive to the acknowledgment of deeds of conveyance, re- 
leases, mortgages and letters of attorney, particularly 
when such acknowledgments are made out of the state. 

Monday, Nov. 23. 

Mr. Overfield—a petition from the contractors on the 
Delaware division of the Pennsylvania Canal, praying 
that provision may be made for the payment of interest 
on the certificates issued by the acting commissioners 
for the amount due to contractors for work done. Re- 
ferred to the committee on inland navigation and inter- 
nal improvement. 

Mr. Barlow—a petition from inhabitants of Crawford 
county, praying for the passage ef a law reducing the 
number of officers of the general elections in the said 
county. Referred to Messrs. Barlow, Myers and Parke. 

On motion of Mr. Wilkins, the following resolution, 
after being amended, was twice read, and adopted, and 
Messrs. Wilkins, Emlen, Moore of Beaver, Laporte, 
Blair, Wagener and Parke appointed as the committee. 

Resolved, That the letter from the governor of 
the state of Mississippi to the governor ef Pennsyl- 
vania, enclosing a copy of certain resolutions relative 
to the tariff of the general government of 1828, and the 
message of the governor at the last session, trans- 
mitting the communications of the executives of 
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other states on the same subject, be referred to a select } ined the report of the canal commissioners, which had 


committee. 

The following resolution offered by Mr. Read, was 
twice read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee onthe militia system 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of so al'er- 
ing the militia law that no more than one day’s duty 
shall be required in each year. 

The following resolution offered by Mr. Moore (of 
Beaver,) was twice read, considered and adopted: 

Whereas the Westmoreland Bank of Pennsylvania has 
ceased regular banking operations, and its paper has 
depreciated from 25 to 30 per cent. and whereas sever- 
al of the county treasyrers in the western counties of 
this commonwealth have received the paper of said bank 
whilst current, for store and tavern licences; and the 
same will not be received from them by the state treas- 
urer: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the committce of ways and means be 
instructed to. inquire into the expediency and justice of 
reporting a bill, authorising the state treasurer to receive 
the paper of said bank from the county treasurers who 
have recewed the same whilst current, and to adept such 
means as may be deemed proper to compel the said 
Bank to redeem the paper belonging to the common- 
wealth. 

The committee of the whole had under consideration 
a bill, entitled an act for the furtherance of justice be- 
tween obligors and obligees, and other creditors and 
debtors; and afier some time rose, reported progress 
and obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The fcllowing bill was passed through committee. 

A further supplement to an act, entitled an act to au- 
thorise the governor to incorporate a company to make 
a lock navigation on the river Schuy!kill. 

Remarks, of Mr. Felterman, in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, on the bill granting relief to Abraham Shaf- 
fer, of Bedford county, for the loss of an ark and its 
freight, in attempting to cross a canal dam in the Juni- 
ata river. 


Mr. Fetterman said, that from the documents that | 


had just been read, he conceived a case had been made 
out, well worthy the attention of the committee. That 
prior to the commencement of our system of internal 
improvement, the Juniata river so high as its source in 


the mountains, was declared by an act of the Leygisla- 


ture, a public highway, and as such, had been used by 
our enterprising citizens living adjacent to it, until 
within twe orthree years. Since then it has been ne- 
cessary for canal purposes, that dams should be erected 
across it. The act granting authorily to the canal com- 


missioners to construct them, states expressly, that the | 


navigation should be preserved as formerly. The dam 
at the head of the long narrows was erected under the 
superintendance of Mr. Clark, acting commissioner 
upon that line; who in his report at the last session 
stated, that the dam had not only been built with a 
sluice or lock sufficient, not only to preserve the navi- 
gation, but had even rendered it better than it was be- 
fore. Ilow far he was correct, the house would judge. 
They had before them the fact of the loss of an ark and 
its freight in attempting to pass it—and they had before 
them the deposition of a very respectable man, one of 
the most experienced pilots upon that river, who states, 
that in a common stage of water an ark cannot pass over 
the dam, because it is too high—that they could not 
pass through the sluice or lock, because it is too narrow, 
He observed, that Mr. Shaffer not knowing of the 
obstruction in the river, according to the custom of the 
people living nigh to it, built an ark and prepared a 
_load of hoop-poles. However, before he started with 
them, he understood he might run great hazard if he 
proceeded. To remove any doubt of the safety of the 
navigation, he was referred to the act of Assembly 
which authorised the construction of those dams, and 
which required that it should be preserved. He exam- 
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been furnished him, and was satisfied therewith that he 
would be secure from danger in that way. He pro- 
ceeded with his ark down the river as far as Lewistown, 
and there employed the most experienced pilot he 
could find from thence to the dam, at which place he 
took out part of his load, and having thus used more 
than common prudence to render his passage safe. The 
sluice being too narrow he attempted to pass over the 
dam; the ark rubbed, and sank, together with its load a 
short distance below it—attended not only with the loss 
of the property, but also in great danger of their lives. 

He stated the policy that had led to the obstruction 
of that river by means of dams, he would not stop to 
question—was unnecessary and foreign to the subject. 
But he would say, had not Mr. Shaffer used common 
care, or could any neglect be aseribed to him, that the 
present application would never have been made. But 
he thought his proof was conclusive, that more than 
usual care had been used, and that he had been ex- 

| tremely precautious in doing every thing necessary to 
| secure a safe passage for his ark; and that even then 
| the application would not have been persisted in, were 
| it not for the extreme embarrassment occasioned him by 
| the loss of his ark—were it not for the fond wish to save 
| to himself the remainder of his property, and secure his 
| family from poverty. 

He said that the fact stated in the petition came with- 
in his own knowledge. That Mr. Shaffer was a poor 
man, who by the industry and economy of many years, 
had succeeded in saving a small sum of money. That 
two or three years since he contracted fur the purchase 
of a furm in Bedford county; the money he had saved 
was applied to the first payment—that the second and 
the last payment became due last spring; to meet 
which he had prepared the ark he had lost and its load. 
Had he arrived at market, his property would unques- 
tionably have been secured; but so soon as it was known 
that he had been unfortunate, his creditors pushed him 
| for payment, and unless the legislature would interfere, 

his property must all be sacrificed. 

He stated that the question to be determined by the 
| committee was, whether the house would interfere and 
grant relief! That it was certain that the loss sustained 
by Mr. Shaffer, was alone to be attributed to the inter- 
vention of a public act, or the act of a public agent.— 

He considered that whenever an injury of the kind was 
| occasioned to an individual, it would be the true policy 
| of the State to remedy it. That it was true there was 
no legislative enactment upon the subject by which 
| they might be governed—yet that would be no sound 
) objection; for the want of it might be owing to the ex- 
treme improbability of any such cases occurring. Here 
the legislature had directed the preservation of the. na: 
vigation and had no r -ason to doubt but that their agents 
wou'd be obedient. 

But there were other causes wherein damages had 
been granted as compensation for injurie$ received in 
| the prosecution of the system of Internal Improvement. 

That it was provided by an act of Assembly, that when 
any damage is done to land or other property by means 
of the canal, that compensation for damages should be 
given. And how many had been the instances where- 
in the real value of the property instead of being di- 
minished, had been enhanced by a line of canal pass- 
ing through. And if in those cases compensation had 
been awarded, how much greater the reason for grant- 
ing relief to Abraham Shaffer, who was made an inno- 
cent sufferer, and whose loss was absolute; and from 
an unfortunate chain of circumstances, unless the Le- 
gislature interfered, would cause him to lose the re- 
mainder of his property. 

He said, that the amount mentioned was not the fulk 
value of the ark, and its freight. That there was a risk 
to be run in the distance that intervened from the place 
where he was so unfortunate as to lose his ark and the 
place of destination, but that the sum had been redu- 
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ced in a proportion greater than any hazard or expense | tack of maniaa potu, the health of the patient was com. 
he would have had to encounter, and that believing the | pletely reinstated. 7: 
claim to be a just one, and one that would warrant| There is no doubt that in this case the violent inflam- 
the house in granting relief—he hoped it would be | mation from so slight a cause is to be attributed solely 
granted. to the irritable state of the patient’s constitution arising 
| from his habits of intemperance. here is no reason for 
Remarks of Mr. Craft, in the House of Representa- | believing that any poison was communicated by the an- 
tives, on the act respecting the right of voting by sons { imal found on the arm—or if it really was a lizard, that 
of qualified voters between the ages of 21 and 22 years, | evena bite was inflicted. Nov. 26, 1829. 
when the fathers of such persons have been dead for a| ‘The above facts were communicated to the Editor by 


longer period than two years. _ | the physician who had charge of the case. 
Mr. Craft remarked that he would add an observation, | 


in corroboration of the views entertained by the gentle- | Chambersburg, Pa. Nov. 17. 

man from Washington. He was decidedly of opinion,| The Court of Quarter Sessions of this county, were 
that young men, between the ages of 21 and 22 had | occupied beween three and four days last week, trying 
the right of voting, if their fathers were qualified vo-| an indictment against sundry Journeyman Shoemakers 
ters, and that although the father had died or removed | of this borough, for a conspiracy to raise their wages, 
from the state. The privilege of voting is conferred on | and prejudice such as were not members of their asso- 





the son by the privilege of the father, and is not divest- 
ed by the death or removal of such father. But this | 
privilege is vested beyond the power of the Legisla- | 
ture, and can neither be diminished nor increased by | 
this body. It is guaranteed by higher author ty, viz: | 
by the constitution itself, and this House has no power | 
to limit or extend the right by construction. 
This House exceeds its legitimate authority in exer- | 
cising any power to construe laws, unless perhaps by 
amendment or exposition of their own laws. The con- 
stitution distributes the powers of this government into 
three departments, legislative, executive, and judicia- 
ry. The first makes the laws, subject always to the 
constitution—the second executes—and the third ex- 
pounds or construes them.— While each operates with- 
in its sphere, we are safe. When either assumes to it- 
self the powers of the rest, it istyranny. It is the duty 








ciation. The written constitution and by-laws of the 
society were in general of a benevolent character, pro- 
viding for the support and comfort of its sick and disa- 
bled members. ‘The prosecution was in the main sus- 
tained by proof of other rules that were unwritten but 
acknowledged and practised by the Society. The jury 
after being out from Friday evening to Saturday fore- 
noon, found the society guilty of conspiring to raise 
their wages,—and on the afiernoon of that day, the 
court sentenced the principal of the society to pay a 
fine of ten dollars—three others named in the indict- 
ment, each a fine of five dollars, an costs of prosecu- 
tion. 
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SANDERSON. 

of a good citizen to resist the judiciary in the exercise | = s 

of the powers of legislation, it is as eeoh a ~— to | a | Sonneniir. feepwnneien mine. Varvations. ) 
resist the legislator in any attempt to assume the office | # | 9112] 3\|9 12:3. ' 

of the Judge. ca ¥ j*4| 9 | asm. | PM. | 

To show his sincerity in defending the rights of young | onl re "a ar Ueak —-\—_——-- | 
men, (he stated) that the proper course of any who | 1) 29 7 |29 ae ; on = 43 Clear Sunshn. 
were illegally deprived of the right of suffrage, would | 3 99 6129 5| 99 5145158 | 63 Clear Clear 
be to bring a suit against the Inspector or Judge refus- es an ¥ | Cloudy | Rain 
ing his vote, and to carry the question up to the Su-| 5/95 on vl ea'e rer. = | 
es Court, where the true cesheameanlad: of the con- | ; a 3 ~ ‘ ‘ a Zs a Clear Clear 
stitution might be solemnly established, and a uniform | 7 99 6 99 6 | 99 6145157158 Clear Clear | 
rule pervading the state, might be settled, as the law | 8 99 6 | 29 6 99 6 | 55 39 | 60 Cloudy Rain 
of the land. This was the true constitutional course, | 9g 29 6 29 7199 7| 47152158 Cloudy Cloudy 
and as the voter had this remedy and means of redress, | 5 [24 \29 | Clear | Clear | 

«os . <m | 10} 29 7129 7129 7| 46] 53 | 57 | Clear aie 
{and on decision by the proper tribunal would be = dl | ear | Cloudy | 
cient) he was not of opinion that the Legislature should | 9/5 i = 
exceed their powers A give the voter a new rights. | i = ; me : = 2 = = ic Cloudy | Clear 
‘This House is a Legislature of limited powers, not @| 44] 59 g | 99 7 29 6 38 | 51 | 57 asd — 
convention, 2" 45 99 6199 6 99 6 | 40 | 54 60 a slear 
—— the ~ oot ear | Clear 
MISCELLANEOUS. | 16 29 6 | 29 6 | 29 6 | 46 | 57 |62 | Clear | Clear 
CURIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE. | 2 . 

An individual of intemperate habits, engaged in un- a > 4 | ro 3|29 2 59 | 62 | 62 | Cloudy | Rain 
loading a shallop of wood at one of our wharves felt | 5, a (| 29 5 29 6 | 43 — 48 | Cloudy | Cloudy 
something pass up his sleeve to which he paid no at- 99 > 8 29 8/29 8 3S 26 47 | Clear Cloudy 
tention until a sensation of violent burning induced him | 52 29 8/29 9/30 1)33 | 42146 | Clear | Clear 
to examine his arm. On stripping up his sleeve he dis- 24 30 1) 30 1)30 0} 42/51 | 54 | Cloudy Cloudy 
covered an animal resembling a lizard, which, from the | 5° 39 0/29 9 60 | 63 Cloudy 
existence of three small pimples near the shoulder, he | 36 
concluded had bitten him. The arm immediately swel- 26 29 6/29 6| 29 6154] 52] 54 | Rain Cloudy 
led up to an enormous size—became of a bright red co- “7129 6|29 9| 29 9|36} 44/49 | Clear | Clear 
lour, and intensely painful. No medical attendance was | ~ 29 9/29 8/29 7}31| 46152 | Clear | Clear 
procured for five days. The arm from the shoulder to <9 29 7|29 7|29 7, 42) 51) 53 | Cloudy | Cloudy 
the elbow was then fully as thick as the thigh ofan or- 30 29 §|29 5}29 4] 49] 55 | 56 Cloudy | Cloudy 
dinary. sized man—painful to the touch—an evident 31] 29 2'29 2}29 1' 46] 48148 | Rain Rain 
fluctuation of matter was detected throughout the | 





whole circumference of the arm, and upon an incision | 
being made through the skin and cellular eee) 
nearly half a gallon of well conditioned matter was eva- | 
cuated—after this the swelling, pain and inflammation | 
rapidly declined, and with the exception ofa slight at- | 
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